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llam R. Matix and his family-man buddy

FMicMel Lee Platt were simply hard-

working friends who ran a small land--
lca‘ging business that bad provided them
?o good bomes and hopes for the fu- -

Yesterday, after Matix andl Platt were

43hot dead In & gun-baitie on Southwest

*2nd Avepue I8 which two FB! agents -

sdied and Tive more agents wets wound.

shad kept hidden began to unravel. -,

“*Pm devaitated” sgald one woman - woers

1

o4, a fide 10 thelr Hves that the two men

who lives1g the same -
P 8 - o

Quiet ful-de-gac ln

the Hemmoeks subdivision where Platt
fived with his wife and their four chll-
dren for the past year. “Thelr poor Uttle
kids. That's who I'm hurting for.” The

T o ih eir friends and ncigbbbrs.' Wit- - FBI says Mat!x and Platt actually werea

ruthless team of armed robbers and kill-
ers, suspects in a- violent string of ar-
mored car and bank holdups, most of
.them In Kendall. They also are belleved
to have been the gunmen ia two killings
at & West Dade rock pit where police ssy
they apparently liked to fire off bursts of
gunfire from automatic weapons. =~ -

‘Platt, 32, lived at 15031 S.W. 88th
Lane, police say. Matix, 35, lived at
. 15615 S.W. 85th Ave. In a subdivision

.-, called Southwood. Both men's homes

within & dagan milas of the strast

unihio & gozen miles of the girsat

;7goruer where they died and the Barnett -
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ndexing.

“Bank on US. 1, at Soutl{wcst 136th

Street, which police say the men robbed
CW‘I(:C. . i Y
Platt and his wife, Brenda, had lived
in their rented, two-story house less than
2 vear, according to neighbors. Police
‘briefly sealed off an area around the
home after the shooting apd searched the
residence, which has & for-sale sign In
the front yard. -
° Police said Matix

was enhnged .to be
married.

-, .Both men, who worked with Platt's -

brother, Tim, o a lawn-mowing and
tree-trimming  company calied Broad
Cutters, had no criminal record either |
cally or nationally, police sald. . =
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Investigators check the scene where shoot-out took place
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- with Grogan.

HQ OT-0U T, tomias i

favestigalors continue to look for & white Ford
pickup beionging to Matix that detectives believe
may contaln evidence that the pair committed other
crimes, Police believe the truck was used o earder
robbe euwnf

While there Initially was nolhlng to Indicate the
two men were related to any revolutionary or terror-

& oup, the FBI'g director, William H. Webster, said

ul:ﬁnpon. “We ate looking lnto that aspect very

«mu L

hw oﬂforcemtnt officials were puzzled by the
mens’ outward ;ﬁreuances as sverage surburbanites.

“What the 5 completely out of character and
abnormal to the type of lives they were leading,” sald
Metro police robbery Sgt. Tony Monheim. “0 vious-
ly, these guys were very strange people, but thelr
home life was normal. I don't understand it.”

A Platt neighbor said be talked to Platt’s 17-year
old stepson after the shooting, but the boy dld nol

anrmnt b Alamriae tha lnaldant
WERLL WU Wl uBsd LIt ILWWELIL.

“They were just & nice family, that's why 'm real--
ly h::d lhock " sald the man who asked not to be

Also kitled in the 10-minute gun battle, which wit-
ness sald began near 134th Street and Southwest
82nd Avenue, were FBI special agents Benjamin T.
Grogan, 33, and Jerry Dove, 30. Gro m wis s 25

;;rz FBI veteran. Dove had been an FBI agent since

Grogen, a native of Brunswick, Ga., was s Yyery
qulet, caring person — a mother-hen person
with his ¢ end.l " ncmrdlnh!to Mary Jellicon, the
wife of David Jellison, I agent who worked

“Grogan was a friend forever,” David Jettison
sald. “Mr. Dove was {n good company.’

Helen Bergert, who met Grogsn In the 19608 when
she worked with the FBI g8 & civiifan, described him
as a mild-mannered man with a pleasant, easy-going
'l,t yle. hSht:I last J-.lw him clm Good Fﬁ:l whell:ln11 he

rought his mother's poode Puppy to her groo
parlor, Bergert sald, s s

.Grogan and his wife attended Viiitation Cathollc;
Church, 18100 N. Miami Ave. A funeral Masg said by -
Archbhhop Edward McCarthy of M]l.ml wil! be held
there at | p.m. Monday. -

Five other FE] agents were woundod

» Gordon McNelll, 43, s 19-year FBI veteran and

supervisory agent, who was listed in serlous but sta-
ble condition In Baptist -Hospital with gunshot
wounds to the chest and hand. .

¥ John Hanlon, 48, & 22-year vetersn lpeclal
agent, listed In serlous but stable condition in Bar

ospita! with gunshot wounds to the hand and th

v Edmundo Mireles, 33, a six-year veteran s ln!
ageot, listed in stable condition In South M .
pital alter being shot in the arm.

¢ Richard A. Manauzzi, 43, a ls-yur veteran
special agent, treated for superﬂcm wounds at Jack-
[ ] Memorm Hosplta! and released. - -

# Glibert Orrantia, 27, a four-year veteran special
agent, treated for superﬂcm wounds ut Jackson Me-
morial Hosplital and released.

¥B1 officlals ln Miam! and 'Pluh!ngton pC.tar
duding FB! dlrector Webﬂtr. cafldd the 'lhmwut the

injured (n § eingle incident,” Wabeter aid in & press

P Y peRgay e P el i Bhmn T

SLALCINTOL UM Wl-bnlu WU BFoVrs
Someueutio& Iuodthdr grieve and aa-
ger 83 th scens otill

woicgirewn with bodles fwrboma rthe ting end.

,&d. One gesident gald he saw oflicers npequdly klck

.. 4he two suspects, known 1o officers to be extremely £
: f‘i‘:‘ng erous, may have been the same pair who turned

8 rock quirry south of Tamiami Trall at 157th Ave-
pué lnlo h automatic wupon nhooﬂng gnuery eartler
ﬂlllm .——* L e N

T ﬁx‘wmmmymuumm A
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Metro robbery detectives, working with the
FBI, say they hope to close 85 many 85 eight un- Indexin
E solved cases with the deaths of two suspects killed 0

during Friday's shoot-out with FBI agents.

Thedgun battle left two agents, Benjam!n Gro-

an and Gerald Dove, dead on a South Dade street.
ive other agents were wounded.

Metro Sgt. Sandy Guttman, who is working on
the unsolved cases, spid Grogan had made a pro-
phetic remark to Metro detectives while they
s worked on the robbery cases:

“He said, 'Whoever comes across these guys
first will really have their hands full’

~0Of all the people it could have happened to. it
*is unbelievable it was him.” a saddened Guitman
3 said today. “We knew these guys were dangerous
and ruthless.™ : .

Police suspect the dead men, Michae! Lee Platt,
32, and William Mafix, 34, were involved in at
least four robberles in Dade County since October
1985, including 8 shooting at & South Dade rock
pit. Gutiman said police are waiting forresults of

Please see FBI, 4A
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I'!.ngerprlnt s«nd bal-

65 the books o0 thoge carch.

FBI! agents are workln
g several other ¢éases In which
4t and Matlx were suspects,
ittman sajd. He ran down a list

eight cases that he sald Metro -

1e FRI have reason to helleve

14 the FRI hs to hell

‘ere connected to Platt and Ma-

X.
Guttman sald Platt has been
sntified Jose Collazo as the

3 who robbed him March 12 at

South Dade rock pit. Collazo, 28,
1d he was target shooting at the
<k plt near Southwest 16th
.reet and 157th Avenue when
vo men shot him, tossed him {nto
e pit and drove off in his black
hevrolet Moate Carlo. Collazo
‘¥ he had played dead and then
alked three miles to cail for help.
Collazo's Monte Carlo was used

aring the March 19 robbery of & §-

arnett Bank at 13595 5. Dixie
.sghwlny. G'tﬂ:tman ‘u_lld. .lt also

Al LGE Cir rislli 800 maux were

when FBI agents spotted

rlda
E:Ilce believe the two nl-
were olved in a robbe

2 Steak and Ale restaurant, 90.

W. 87th Ave os Oct, 10 1983

YV o Wiwai SRV aep Bwy swwws

ell caxings from & .223-caliber
tomatic ‘'weapon were found at
¢ scene, Gutiman sald, Those

e
Grogan and Dove ca
“{day, Guttman seld. .
Pollce also think Platt and Matix
ere Involved in a falled robbery
a Loomis armored car at Dalt's
suunnt In Kendall on Oct. 17,
88. The guard of the armored
thwarted the robbery attempt
- firing at the two men.
Meanwhile, pong are looki whg
.7 & white Ford 150 pickup
1 orange stripe down the side, H-
mse tag 538 CUW, Guttman sald
belonged to Matix, wnd

.l_‘. L N T e sam srmad mm oa amas

1OE DEUEVE ll Wil Usca &k & BEi*

‘ay car after Platt and Matix -
ég}gﬂeﬂ.a Tobbery In o mlen '

Guttman sald bhe iuspuuuut '

kew‘bepukednmtha

on clos-

‘be from the same gun.

'cpectl. ."

tur:nedwt.l

Fpl c:hiaf Wob:tor arrl'vu at South Miami Hospital

Dixie Be Shopplag Center. Fri--, Tosary service In Grogan's hohor
day's shooting odcurred in & red- 7 at Visitation Catholic'Church fn

dentlal veigh ood behind the
mgll. Anyone who finds the truck - Jim Downlng, f!ormer Miami
should not touch it aAnd should cgll - FB1 ?gcnltzwho wc:‘ked ;i)toh:lxl'o-
Mem robbe vea at 7- or rove o
ry M 5 r.n his bmm1wne to at-
- tepd the services. .
L "We stayed close even ufter! re-
. tired,” Do sald. “He was an
.»e.!oellent ent, optstanding in ev-

the Beonett & Sons Funeral Hobe ; ery way. What more could 1 do for

w WMarth ade IA man Shale : .'M dend?" o
bt et el e i Sal “"-, .. Others bad different msonuor
: IR aﬂendjninthe viewi
“Pofice estimate that ‘nearly 300
le. at Jeast half of them pollm “$0 pevir knew

-North Miam]. .

'Lut night, Il invuuglton
wurkedtowﬂrhpc&mmatm
have {nvelved the two men,
friends of Grogan, 53, gathered gt

eYlnn ]

o,

an persopally.
t South Florkda, sald the ew the
thoa_t:enqed‘b—m % ‘wite wyu !eellnc. é ;

‘Yanaellos' son, Tony. an |

with the Broward Sheriff's «
was ghot and kilied i8 mont
thls week while trying to 2
domestic dispute.

*We knrow how much th

means,” Anthony Yi

said. “It meant a lot tousa

wimai to stop by and pay
ts.”

FBI Director Wiltlam W
viiited the wounded agents
and was to attend Grogan's
al later this afternoon. W
firet visitad soent Ed Mirels

Il in fair air condition at South
Hospital. He nt five n
with Mireles, then flew b

copter to Baptist Hospital
wounded agents Gordon B

“#nd John Hanlon, who wen

fn good condition. Two
agenu who were wounded
melee were treated at local
tals and released Friday.

A funeral Mass to be s
Archblshop Edward McCa
MIami was scheduled for tc
Visitation Church. Grogan
buried tomorrow in Brun
Ga. Dove, 30, will be bur
morrow in Charleston, W.V.

Us. Attomey General

[ Y PPy a mmaatal sodads

moew quB & FpPouial visll

‘aml! yesterday to meet wi
“wounded agents and to
_thelr work.

“1 just told them how
we were for their actlom.!

‘nald after rldﬂnc Rahﬁd H

] do know that this was ar
Jent job of Jocating twa ve

gerous bank robbers.”
Meese uld that the agent

during the

e klncf tﬁ‘
can ha pen." Meese sald.
just glad these two mer
Stopped.” .

The Assoclated Press col
cd to this report.
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illers’ secret hves stun their families

—ﬁm: FISHER

mmld Staff Wriier
Friday afiernoon in New Madison, Ohlo,
Judy Matix saw the TV news about the
shootings in Miam). So did her mother. On
onday, Matix recalled that she and her
other spoke that aftermoon and “my
mother sald, “Isn't that something about
what happened in Miami?'
They went to sleep. At 3 a.m,, the phone

i‘ang It was & relative with the rest of the lives

iy
ucwa

William Matix, Yvonne Emerick's third
hild, had shot several FBI agents and had
n kilied in the'Kendall melee,

“You don't kobw the mental strain it

puts on the family,” sald Judy Matix, the
gead man's oldest sister,
leck at you. ! can't picture my brother
doing thls kind of thing He was noft-spo-
ken. He'd help any

In Ohio end South Dade Monday, the
families of the two men who kllled two FBI
agents and wounded five others last week
yead the news accounts and wondered how
they could have been lgnorant of ucret

Phtt. the olher killer In the most devastat-
Ing day in FBI history, said: “Nope of it

=7 Please fum to FAMILY / 16A

ﬁmle

“The way people
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It doesn’t make sense
say.alleged Iobbers k_p

I"AM!LYHTOm 14

. cllcu
.Noae of It akes any sense at al
would lke to bellave Iﬂkey
! mothing to do with any of this. But
. It seems to be cut and dried.”
Tim Platt, who runs a lzn
and tree-ttimming business
giled Blede Cutters, worked with
. youpger brother and Mu.lz
.. untl] 18 months ago, when
chae! and Matix split off o orm
::hueir own company. The Yankee
pper.
1t was Just the two of them,
Michael Platt and Matix, operating
. out of Matix's Kendall home.
- did quite well, and membery
“both familles say they had
money problems. Stifl, TIm Platt

. sald, the two broke away from his .

! company because *“they wantad to
- make more money.

1t

it
_%‘E

it

E,
;
:

BE
L

W{‘ bt B W,
uaﬂuoa:nun
oneddmbo;nebymchdeumu

S APEE

'-. o ymﬁx,mwaoxusms-
!m&}u:mdﬂnottnowmm
this week -that her brother's
d wife had been pregnant
en the martiage broke up one

mthlnertbe'eoulee
visitsd s

'mnl in November, never tolq
Y there was o child. .
uh

mm.nm

tes between father
tx was

funeral -1g- Cintinoat, then
t 8 the reading of Mis father's

{0 @istover thel hls (e

§£~

— men Iﬂbt&t g‘m SThere is money-to‘be‘

Desplte his™ father's alcobol-

devistated |
£ ,@nhurnﬂmdled.ﬂuttebdd

1t

1
1

foade in Florida. It's
just too bad they chose
to do it that way.’

Tim Platt, brother of killer

M

-‘

bad feft everymln o am's
mother. BN Mausx never u-.t

they were military cemen in
Koresa, came to Flo. after Platt
offered him o ‘with the
fimly s P who s
w

South Florids for five hared
BiHl After Matix's first

the most




‘Smiling,‘ha-ppy guy'

The Matixex hlame Platt fnr
leading Bill to a life of crime. Tim
Platt says that doesn't make sense:
“My brother didn't own any guns,
to my knowledge. He was a
smiling, happy guy — no drinking,
00 drugs, no smoking. He was not
your typical criml

Platt, who came from a military
family, was born In Bloomington,
Ind., and grew up on naval bases
around the country. He was, his

ot l.-.. sald Htha hart hunthar tha
} WIVHITI MU, Wt UL UIVUICT, T

best friend.” -

It was Matix who owned tunl.
always had. Matlx, who jolned the
. Marines right out of high school,
laerwef.l three tours in the military.
Then be went to meat-cuttin
school, ther learned to be a chef.
He was an excellent wood carver.

| He owned a pistol and a rifle when
he lived in Columbus.

The turning point ip Matix’s life
came when fis wife Patricia and
another woman were murdered on
"Dec. 30, 1983, in the Columbus
hospital where she worked as a
“research assistant.

‘To this day, the case iz & sore

for the Columbus police. Until

Is weekend u:ere were few

Now police say they luve re-
opened the files. Monday after-
poon, they calied Metro-Dade po-
lice to ssk for the iatest on
Willlam Matix.

Ssiting the Record Stralght

[ S

An uﬂcle in Monday‘t Herald
of church services at Riverside

Blpﬁn Church dig not tully re
- the actions of & Channel 4 te vl-
. #ipn crew, The crew had asked for

»

ol

F

» -

and "peceived pemluion from
church officials 1o film fn the
rt lobby of the church, but left when
Dr. Emit Ray, the minister, object-
edtothe amet. e
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j‘ JON O'NEILL phetic remark o Metre detecuvcs while they worked
o MIsY Ny Reperter : ©n the robbery cases: : At
' “He sald, "Whoever comes acmt_s ‘these Buys first
Metro robbery detectives, working with the FBI, will really have their hands fult.’
say they hope io close as many as eight unsolved “Of all the people It could have happened t0, it is
cases with the deaths of two suspects killed during  unbelievable it ‘was him,” a saddened Guttman said
Friday's shootout with FBI] agents. early today. “We knew these guys were dangerous
The gun battle jeft two agents, Benlamin G - and ruthless.” ~
3 and Gerald Dove, dead on a uth Dade street. we "~ Police suspect the dead men, Michael Lee Piatt, 32,
T other agents were wounded in the melee. and William Matix, 34, were involved in at least four
FBI Director William Webster planned to visit the robberies in Dade County since October 1985, includ-
wounded agents today, hospnal officials said. Web- inga shooting ét a South Dade rock pit. Guttman said
ster also was to attend today's funernl services for rohce are waiting for results of fingerprint and bal-
Grogan, istic tests that tbey hope will close thg g on
Metro Sgt. Sandy Guitman, who how Is working those cases. .-
on the unsoived cases, said Grogan had made a pro- FBI agents are working on closmg several other
cabes in ‘which Platt and Matlx were suspects, Gutt-
mén sald. ‘He said he didn"t hnve details on those
Q“es*——-‘
Guttman said Platt has been identified $7 155 Tol-
lazo as the man who rpbbed him March 12’at & South
1. Dade rock pit. Coliazo, 29, said he was target shoot-
. g,al the rock pit near Southwest 16th Street and
7 S7th Avenue when twd men shof bim, tossed him in-
R to ‘the pit and drove off in his black Chevrolet Monte
Carlo. Collazo said he had played dead and ther
.wnked three miles to call for help.
{Collazo’s Monte Carlo wis used durlng the March
9 robbery of & Buneu Blnk ht 13595 S. Dixie ngh-
’ B L
2 "'-"‘""" - '. Please see FBI, 4R
s .
E« .

" Ficate pege, name of
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3!)', Qutitman sa!d. It also was the
that Platt and Mitix were
vin when FBI agents spotted

Metro uce believe the two nl-
#b were Involved in a robbe
the Steak and Ale restsurant,
SW. 87th Ave,, on Oct. 10, 1985,
Shell casings from a .223-callber
auvtomatic weapon were found at
the scene, Guttman sajd. Those
cagings may be from the same gun
used to kill Grogan and Dove on
Friday, Guttman said.

. Police also think Platt and Matix

- were Involved In a failed robbery

of a Loomis armored car at Dalt's
restaurant in Kendall on Oct. 17
1985. The guard of the armored
car thwarted the robbery attempt
by firing st the two men.

Meanwhile, police are lookin
for & white Ford 150 pickup wi
an orange stripe down the side, U-
cense ui 538 CUW. Guttman sald
the truck belonged to Matix, and
police believe it was used as a get-
away car after Plitt and Matix
committed a robbery in a stolen
wvehicle.

Guttman said he suspects that
the truck may be od near the
Dixie Belle Shopp ng Ceuter Fri-

Mavrls akh tom Arratrrad rael_
15Ad lu & Iel:-

e tial Delghberhaod dehind the

mall. Anyone who finds the truck
should not touch it and should call
Metro robbery detectives at 547-
452, ~——

Tast nlﬂht as hwo:ﬂnalgrl
worked to wra J up cases that may
have lavolv the two men,

b e - e . v J——

Aundﬂu’r-n

Edwin Meese, right, luvn Bapttst Hospital yosterday

with Miami FBi special agent

friends of Grogan, 33, gathered at

the Benneit & Sons Funeral Home
in North Dade to pay their re-

Police estimate that nearly 300

" people, at Jeast half of them police

officers represenﬂn& de ents
ﬁ'u"‘ﬁd"h@‘\it South Florida, turnad
ost also attended the rom
urvlee in Grogan's honor at
tation c.thollc Church In North
Miami.
Jim Downlng. a former Miami
FR} lnont who worked with Gro-

for 12 years, drove 200 miles:

rom his home In Rockledge to at-

Jouph Coriess
tend the services.

“We stayed ciose even afier I re.
tired,” Downing said. “He was an
excellent agent, outstanding in ev-

u)rwa¥ t more could | do fot.
mnmmfmntmmﬂor

attandlne the
-me‘l. H.I‘ 'l‘"l -Llu 1 VL
Ylnnef

service. Anthon
1o never knew an persona
Byt they sald they knew the
that his wife was feeling.
Yannellos' son, Tony, an ofﬂoer
-nh the Broward Sherif{'s Office,
d:ot and kiiled 18 months ago
this week while trying ta.settle.a
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Homestic

3 ¢ dspute.
: "Wehwwbwmchtbelu?‘
mesns,” Anthony Yannello
uld “It meant a lot to us and we
wanted to stop by and PAY our re-

hunra.l llul to be nld by
An:!:b!shop Edward McCarthy of
Miami! was scheduled for 1 p.m.

mt Visltation Church. Graogan .

‘buried tomorrow in Bruns-
wick, Ga. Dove, 30, will be burjed
omorrow in Charleston, W.Va.

Two wounded agents, Gordon
HcNd!l. 43, and John Hanlon, 48,
wm In 3006 condition early today

Baptist Hosplital, & spokeswom-

d. A third agent, erelu.
nm.llned in fair copdition tods
Soyth Miami Hospital. Two n

were freated at local hospitals and -

Teleased Friday.

. US. Attorney Geheral’ Edwin

lleue made a visit to Mi-
aml yésierday meet with the

‘wounded uenu and to praise
thelr work.
"l just tolé them how ptelu]

uid dm?lrdmrb‘::g;' Hocplul.
'do know ‘that this was an excel-
Job of - locating tyo yery dan-
Meese n.ld thl.t the agents lcted
‘pzm-hu t‘he ghootout.
L] of thin t.hat

m'.u‘hlppen,“ Meese nald. ©
thue two men were

o

ki %

~y

»

“.

ﬁf

mda:dhwconblb t-
lo report. .. .
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By MARC FISHER

And BRIAN DUFFY
wepivvaic-Sicff

Writers

As reiatives burfed the second
FBI ageot slain in last week's
suburban shoot-out, detectives
Tuesday Investigated tonnections
between killers William Matix and
Michael Platt and Souih Dade’s
Rock Pit robbery ‘!a.ng.

At a West Dade rock pit on
March 12, two men shot and
wounded Jose Collazo and robbed
him of his gun, money and
Chevrolet Monte Carlo — the very
same car Matix and Platt used in
Friday's Kendatl shoot-out. During
the gunfight agents Benjamin Gro-
gen and Gerald Dove were kifled
and five olhers were wounded.
Matix and Platt also were killed.

One of e rock PR subbors
exrried a Ruger Mini-14 sexinnte-
matic rifie, the same type of
weapon Matix used against FBI
e md‘{i m;y ook

face at 10 a.m. Four and a hal!
rs later, Matix sat in a well.
furnished Coral Gables law office,
responding to queries about his

Alvorce, court recards show,

Court files show that Matix's

" second wife, Christy Horne Matix,

asked a Dade court to dissolve her
marriage last October. She said
she lived with Matix for less
than two months and that the
marriage wrr-“frretrievably bro-

ken.”

____Christy Matix insisted easly this

year that unleas ber busband
agreed to pay her §500 a month In
child support, she would “simply
Jet the husband forget,the boy
ever existed.” '

The disintegrating home life of
Matix, the born-again Christien
who would go on to become the
main marksman {n the bloodiest
event In FBI history, was one of
several developments Tuesday:

# In South Charleston, W. Va,,
400 Jocal, state and federal law
enforcement officers, Including
FB! Director Witliam Webster,
attended & private funeral service
for Special Agent Dove. His pant-
ner, Grogan, will be buried today
in Brunswick, Ga.

“WE EpOc a gioal asal diess
our ageota™ 'aaid Webster, Who
gave all he can.
country well."”

Sem—ms @ Detectives Investigating the
We

case Tusaday finishad
ing witnesses and preparsd &
briel FB! supervisors on their

findings Thursday. State Attornay.
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»
:a:etth Rteono will ll}L. ;:eflng;
whether to gopductan Inqu
the deahs. "

- @ Metro pifiice looked anew at
the @eath of Michael Platt's wife,
Regina, who died on Christmas
Eve, 1984. Metro homicide investi-
tors sald statistics cast doubt on
e Initlal ruling of suicide. She

wis sajd to have fired a shotgun =

fnto her head, 2 method of muicide
tarely used by women.

& The Nads madiral sxyaminar's

-asw W AR WA LR e L LB

office completed autopsies on the

four victims of the Friday shoot-

out. But & spokesman for the offlce

refused to divulge the resilts,

;"eferring questions to Metro po-
oo, -

@ FBI agents around the natlon
began efforts to reconstruct thelr
Hves, looking into the two men's
childhoods, education, military
service, employment and famiiy
relations.

¢ FBi psychologists arrived in
Miaml to counsel the fnjured
sgents and at least two backu
agents who arrived at the Kendail

t-out after the violence and

pow feel gulity that miyagoul%
oW

. @o more to mave Delr
Sin.

Matix's @voree cose, wich files
fndicate had not been settled by
Fridav. sheds lirtle light on the
dissoflution of a marrisge that
lasted only long enough for the
%ushand to Tind ot that M wife

was pregnant.
' lnl: ISovember response to his

wife's petition, Matix agreed the

marriage was hopeless, But the
mtal{le could pot agree on bow to
.‘w .. -

assume the burden of g t,
then be should not be the re%l.;f:nt
of any of its benefits,” Thomson

At Dove's funeral In West
Virginia, Special Agent Bob Ross,
m :d‘I.ﬁl wipt.l}gove ’wtgen he died,

er of the
months, past nine

“We were a3 close as any two
agents ever were,” Ross said. “At
the end, Jerry was up front where

A mMtard seremdad b L W

v siways walllcl L0 DE. Né was a

front-line guy il the way."

Gromgn :}}! mndeith:r Dtgve nor
n (3 when _they died
on & Kendall street,  *——tmsr

“It was very quick,” be gaid.

Ross, an agent for 15 years,
called Dove a “throwback” to
what lw enforcement officers
used 10 be

“He had enthusissm, desire and
dedication {n B&enty." Ross sald.
“His sense of bumor was unique,
he joved people and he belleved in
what he was doing. He—weai .2
besutiful person.”
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Mount Cippmg in Space Below)

Cops’ theory on killers:
. Each slew the other’s wife

~,
"By MARTIN MERZER
" Herald Senior Writer
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five days
after William Matix and Michae)

Platt killed two FBI agents in a

gunfight on a Kendall street,
- detectives are pursuing a bizarre
. theory of spousal homicide — that
each man murdered the other's
wife.

Columbus Police Capt. Antone
Lanata seid Tuesday that Plattis a
suspect in the murder of Patricia
Matix.

i

LERY

Al .

s mewme e

In South Florida, invesligators
want to know where Matix was
when Platt’s wife died of a
shotgun blast, believed suicide at
the time. '

“The two men were super-
tight,” said Metro-Dade robbery
Sgt. Tony Monheim. “They went
everywhere together. I-mean it
was ridiculous. I think they might
have even had some kind of pact
together to kill their wives.” So

[ SS————
Please turm to MATIX /8A

—
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Pair killed wives, .
police suspect |

After his spouse was slain, |

gt

\\\\\\

Matix collected i msurance

'MATIX/from 1A

far, the detectives have MNttle
evidence. But they think that, at
least In the murder of Matix's
wife, they may well have &
motive: money.

Matix, who along with Platt
dlad in the gun battle, collected
S0re than 000 from Insur-
ance polcies on his wife, mur

against the bospital, The Miami
Herald has learned.

Capt. Lansta sald his lnves‘:l’i:t-I
dors warse aevar astisfisd
Matix's reaction to hls wile's
death or ejements of his alibi, but
they had no basis oa which to flle
charges.

The crazed shoot-out hst Friday
revenled a dark
lide of the se-
cret lives of the
two, both seem-
ingly law-abid-
ln; family men.

‘“What hap-

ned last week

Miami raices
& whole new
dlmension in
this case,” Ltn

Sl UG, . ;ﬁ | ! ’
opens Matix [es §
nmpectlnlt .
opens P
Wherewubc?"
Matix, police feel, was a man of
greed who had pom less
than the fdea) marriage that be
fater portrayed. ~ - .

Antone said '“uﬁﬁ. are

to determine |f Matix and
Platt joined In a pact to kill their
wives as a prelude to thelr Ufe of

crime. .
Matix and Platt are suspected in
a number of violent bank and

armored car robberies in South

McFadden, 33. Both worked as
laboratory technicians st Riverside
Methodist Hospital in Columbus.
Police have been stumped by the
case. They questioned Matix, but
they could find no motive and only
rehtive!y minor inconsistencies in
his alibl. They also have apother
an unidentified construc-
tion worker who was in the ares
at the time. Indictments were
never t against elther.
The Columbuz Dispatch .
ed Tuesday that Matix and his
ln.fa.n_t__l daughter relocated to Flori-

gy Proriyery
with wmore than §375,000

lhtix eo!!ected a double
dutl\benemmnnubmm
bospital insurance

Eﬂg In sddition, he was the
clary of a $10,000 [nsurance
policy on his wife, earmad abost




~

$10,000 on the sale of his home,
and collectad other funds from the

sale of nal items. S——
ﬁqm&n kid the hospl-

ial's insirance policy @d oot
foclude a double-Indemnity provi-
sion and the $350,000 figure was
“400 high.” She confirmed, howev-
er, that Matix recelved a six-figure
insurance payment.

Lanata, the police capiain, sald
Tuesday that the newspaper ac-
oount was “essenual{r accurate.”
‘He also sald he believed Matix
recelved & $50,000 payment from
a state compensation program for
crime victims.

The newspaper also quoted a
family friend as saying that Matix
“definitely had a problem with
money” and that he and his wife
R briefly separated before the
birth of thelr chfld. .

Ia the §3 miftion treryuit, Matix
soed the hospital sad two “John
Does™ — the unknown construc-
tion worker jdentified 2z 2 sus-
pect, and the firm for which he
worked, alse wnkaown.

The suit, filed {n the Franklin
County Court of Common Pleas,
charges the hospital with npegli-
gence for 'B:f y providing tnad-
equate security. It charges both
Jobn Does with wrongful death.

The case was flled on Dec. 30,
1585, the final day before the
“statute of lmitations for such a
tawsult would have expired.

Matix's Columbus lawver, Cralg
tix's Columbus awye

s §j e —

“Bill [Matix] came to me very
Interesied In secing what rights be

uﬂmgﬂ lx;temuf Test :‘f‘ his daﬁgh-
r.” Trene . “He gidn't “ve
to be coaxed.”

Trene!f said Matix related the

1] - — -
siory of hls wile's death and hls

~own alibl several times. Trenef!
sald he found no major Inconsis-
tencles.

Matix told In‘estigators and
others that he was home with the
Daby at the iime of the murders.
Lanata sald Tuesday that Matix
was neter able to provide defini-
tive corroborating evidence, but
fnvestigators were equslly unable
to collect enough evidence against

him,
Lanata sald he'll send some
fnvestigators to South Florids to
leads. One thing they want
to do Is track Platt's movements at
the tme Matix’s wife was killed.
Despite Patricla Watix® Geath,
e wwrslt — techalcally filed on
behalf of ber estate —

proceed,
attorneys for the hospital.

But neff said he expected ft
20 be dropped eventually, and, In
any event, he was preparing to
withdraw from the case,

It seems that Trene!l was
among the many ple who

thought he knew William Matix,
but did not.
“] bad no idea he was apparent-

ly involved In the degree of
criminal activity he was involved
o fn Miaml,” eff said. “So,
glven the fact that ! had a
relationship with a person in
which 1 failed to discern his true
characteristics, I'm not comfont-
able with the case.

“Fm not 1 doubt anything

he told me shout his wifes

e
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FBD’s plan of attack blew up in traged.

{
e s s ——he FBI Shoot—Out —.

It was a bright clear morning, just after 9

o'clock, and the poky traffic was up to its usual s :
tricks on South Dixie: stop, start, stop, start. A Second in a series
typical mess. It had been this way for several

Fridays now. The FBI agents in their big, “Attention all units,” the FBl car madios
comfortable cars. Fighting the traffic. Watch- erackied. “We're behind a black wehicle,
i fng, waiting and making small talk on the car two-door, Florida license NPJ-891. We're .
radios. headed south on South Dixie, no, north on
There had been nothing. Ssuth Dixie.”

No sign of the bank robbers whose peculiar 1t was Grogaen. Every agent in South Florida
brand of gratuitous violence prompted the FBI  knew his bark, the precise, gravelly voice
and Metro-Dade police to flood the Suniland clipping each word. Special Agent Benjamin P.
area of South Dixie Highway with agents from "Grogan was something of a legend in the FBI's
a high-priority task force. Fridays are paydays; Miami field office. He had been with the

Fridays are best for robbing banks. bureau 25 years, and he had done it all.
L—
-

FRI1'DP,
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Now he was behind a dark Monte Carlo
moving up the highway in the lousy traffic.

The cate: April 11, 1886. The time: 89:17 a.m.

“North on South Dixie,” Grogan repeated.
“124th Street. A black Monte Carlo. Two males
In it. NP)-881."

Twelve agents were waiting in cars nearby.
Every one of them knew the tag number. It
beicnzed to a man named Jose Collazo.

Almost a month ago, on March 12, two men
shot Collazo four times and left him for dead in
& West Dade rock pit. )

“Rednecks,” he called them when he
regained consciousness. They took his money,
his gun and his Monte Carlo. FBI agents think

“—— Please turn to SHOOT-OUT /20A

A GRAPHIC
RECONSTRUCTION/20A

Wounded and da.z::. Mireles
empties his revoiver, Killing

‘B william Matix and Michaet Platl.
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Prlmed to do battle,

lawmen knew they could dle

AT,

SHOOT-OUT / from 20A

bled to a phone and disled 81}.
The first time he got it wrong.

Matix was crouching between
y was cr een

the right front corner of the
Cutlass and the left {ront of a gold
Camaro, which belonged to anoth-
er resident. He began firing. At the
same time, Agent Manauzzi was
scrambling out of his gray Buick.
Platt, still in the driver's seat of
the Monte Carlo, fired the shotgun
at Manauzzi. Buckshot grazed him
across the back.

Manauzzi was the first agent
ﬂOWﬂ He crawled io COver.

Seconds later, Grogan and Dove
pulled up, right behind Mansuzzi’s
car. They saw Platt with the
shotgun, They slid hurriedly out
the driver's-side door, knelt in
sparse grass behind the left rear of
their Buick and began firing. Both
had 9mm semi-automatic pistols,
but they couldn't get a clear shot
at Platt. Apparently, they didn't
even see Matix, ducked down
between the Cutlass and  the
Camaro

Speclal Agent Gordon McNeill,
supervisor of the bank robbery
surveillance, came tearing south
down 82nd Avenue in a creamy
yellow 1985 Buick LeSabre. He
jerked the car to a halt, the {ront
end perpendicular to the back of
Manauzzi's car and the front of
Grogan's.

‘It wasn’t doom’

Before McNeill left for work
that morning, his wife, Elaine, had
a nagging fear about the surveli-
fance. “Jt wasn't doom,” she salé.
“It was just realizing that if and
when they did catch up with these
two, that probably something

would happen.”
Elaine McNeill had been a

sécretary in the FB] office for -~

efght years. She didn't say any-’
thing to her husbend, but some-

how she may have communicated
her fears. McNeill was the only
agent wearing a bulletproof vest
the lboot-out.

Unfortunately, # M‘t Mp
much.

McNelll Is a big blond guy, and
when he jumped from his car he
made adt—cary-target. Somehow,

Matix missed him. McNeill dove
behind the trunk of his car.
Other agents were joining the
battle.
Agent Hanlon ran from his gold
Chrysler after crashing into the
FPL wall. Someone had written on

the wall: "Psychotropic Drugs
Kill.” Mireles, Hanlon's ner,
dove alongside McNeill behind the

LeSabre. He had a shotgun.
A shot hit \lr\!.l" In tha hand

dvmisuay

but he kept ﬂrln; his six-shot
Smith & Wesson. As he turned to
reload, Matix hit him in the back
with the Ruger Minl-14.

The weapon fires slugs at 3,200
feet & second. It Is designed so that
the .223-caliber slugs spin out of
the barrel, tumbling almost. When
they strike the human body, they
shred internal organs,

“Shot in the back

»

The slug struck McNeill in the
back just outside the bulletproof
vest. As the bullel ripped

Tnto the middle of 82nd |

Avenue and fell. Two agents were
down.

Roughly 30 ser:onds had elapsed
since the Monte Carlo crashed.

into his
.&Wnﬁm McNeill stumbled six

Agents Grogan, Dove_and Han-
Jon were still trying to get a clear
shot at Platt. He was hiding
between the Monte Carlo and
Manauzzi’s car. Dove and Grogan
were using the 9mms. Hanlon had
a five-shot Smith & Wesson he
pulled from an ankle holster. He
wu hit ooce in the hand but kept

fﬂnd the LeSabre. Mireles was

reine ta nat salaaw shat at Aatle
u. L ‘Cl - ‘lm NIUI. -‘ mﬂuh.
%’

0 was sbout 30 yards away,
still between the Cutlm nnd the
Camaro.

It was Matix who got a cleax
shot at Mireles. The projectile
‘caught him In the left forearm,
uverin# the bone in one place and
splintering it In others.

Mireles plumped to the ground
In his Windbreaker. Three

Agents down. -
* oo~ Special Agents Ronald Reisner

and Gilbert Orrantla were braking
to a halt as Mireles fell. They
stopped about 40 yards north of
McNeill's car on the west side of

. the road.
Relsver is & SWAT team agent,

and he had his 9mm with him. He
saw Matix crouching near the
Cutlass and opened up. Matix
returned the fire. He hit Qrraptia.
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‘THE KILLERS

i

Four agents down.
The time: 9:21.

Returning fire

Matix kept bobbing up and
down beside the Cutlass lke a
carnival target — only he was
returning fire. Reisner concentrat-
ed on Matix. One slug ricocheted
off the roof of the Cutlass and
kdged in & trim board on the roof
of the duplex. Another struck the
Camaro, tearing a strip of paint
from the front hood. That bullet,
too, bounced off and lodged in the

roof.

Flpally, Reisoer hit his mark.

He got Matix in the left forearm,
and the slug ruptured ap artery. A
coroner would Iater describe this
as & “spurting wound.” It sprayed
blood In & narrow jet, al! over the
ground and the side of the car.

. What It fl!led to d0 was uop
Mltlx. v

"The gunman crept away !rom
Relsner toward the trunk of the
Cutlass — and tloward agents
Grogan, Dove and Hanlon. Relsner
no longer had a clear shot.

He screamed at Grogan, Dove
and Hanlon.

*He" L ¢oming around! He's com-

fng around!

The three agents, stili crouched
behind the trunk of Grogan's
lemon-yellow Buick, were concen-
trating on Platt. They didn’t hear
Relsner. And they didn’t see Matix
— until it was too late.

Suddenily he was leaning over
the trunk of Grogan's Buick. He
was aiming the Ruger.

Last words

“Oh, my God!” Grogan gasped.
" It was the tast thing he said.
Matix shot Grogan once In the
chest, severing the aorta. The
agent died Instantly.

Matix then shot Dove four

ﬂmes. :uv'n- in ths heﬁd l.l. ton

died instantly. Hanlon, without
ammunition, iay on the ground.
Matix shot him in the groin, and
Hanlon passed dut.

Seven agents down.

Matix stepped over the two dead
“agents. He saw Mireles In the red
windbreaker, sitting in the road
behind the trunk of McNelll's
LeSabre. The agent was dazed and
bleeding. -

Matix fired and missed.

Blood slpurung from his arm,
Matix collapsed into Agent Gro-
gan's car and pulled himself to the

pusenger side.
Piatt made his way around the

front of Grogan’s car and started
toward the driver's seat.*—— -

They were trying to get away.

Mireles, 33, s huge, muscular.
man of 250 pounds, was still on
the ground. But he levered the
shotgun up with his good right
arm and fired.

The bhst struck Platt in the

I P lacmad Jotn d4ha a==
TUR. l'l! wea N - e Lal.

Mireles fired at least two other
times, the pellets ripping into the
engine of the car.

e car wouldn't start. When
Platt turned the ignition, the
starter whined.

NO one' can say

No one, not even Mireles, can
say precisely what happened next.
Police sirens screamed in the
distance, closer and closer. Agents
lay dead and wounded around him,
and Mireles had emptied the
shotgun's five rounds. The shell
:jasinzs lay on the ground beside

m.

. Agent Reisner was running to-
ward Grogan's car snd the two
gunmen. Even now, Reisner
doesn't remember whether he put
his bulletproof vest on or held It in
front of him tke & shield. The few
eyewlitnesses said he held it in
front.

- Somehow, Mireles .ot w his
fest.

There were aImost seven yards
between him and Grogan's car.
Walking slowly, losing blocd and
barely conscious, Mireles walked
the distance, emptying his Smith &

Wesson revolver at the two men in
the car,

He shot Platt in the spine. He hit
Matix o the face. Then he shot
Matix in the spine. Both men were
paralyzed.

Moments later, they were dead

Incredibly, Mireles was still on
his feet when he reached the car.
Agent Reisner ran up behind him.
He looked once at Platt and Matix
in the front sept. Then he eased
Mireles 1o the bloodied grass.

The time: #:22. it was siiii a
bright, clear morning.

MONDAY: A cban;ed neighbor-

PR
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Death bathed

sunny

“—SHOCT-OUT /from IA e

the car had been used in seversl
bank robberies after it had been
stolen. They wanted it badly.

“We're looking good.” It was
Grogan again. “NPJ.891."

In the car with him, Grogan's
pariner was ready. This was what
it was all about, for Special Agent
.G;;ald l?gvz. He ::d a law degree

cou ave had an
behind 8 desk. But he w.su.s!{"j?:
telling friends how much he loved
his work as a field agent.

Grogan and Dove both loved the
tumult of the streets. But in some
ways they were different, em-
biems almost, one of the old FBI,
the other of the new FBI.

On this Friday morning. Grogan
wore a lghi blue button-down

ahivt and dowl. sia LY. # G oam
Sl BUY BATA WUT. NIT 1AVYVOT®G e

kind of beavy brogues that used to
be made with crepe and gum-rud-
ber soles, the kind that gave
old-time lawmep the nickname
Eetore he'd | '
" Before he'd jeft home, G
kad done his usval 50 ]:n.lsh-upclzg ;l:
was a4 marathon runner who ran
oo his lunch hour every day at
Miami’s Moore Park, 765 NW gsth
St. He worked hard at staying in
shape, but he had to. After all, he
was 53, a year {rom retiremnent.
With his shaggy brown hair,

pove Ipoked almost like Lcollege

R —

‘Felony car stop,” —

agent Grogan
ordered. ‘Let’s d
it.” |

Kid. He was 30. On this Friday, he
was wearing his usual surveillance
outfit: faded jeans, trendy tennis
shirt and running shoes. '

Good marksmen

" Both agents were traiped iIn
SWAT team tactics. They were
good marksmen, In great shape.

- Before Dove el home Friday,

he listened absently to the morn-
ing news as he shaved. There

. geemed to be lots of talk of terror

this morning: Terror in the Middle
East, in Europe. Terror in the
skies.

. As Grogan and Dove followed
the dark Monte Cario, they
couldn't know that the terror was
about to hit home,

- The Monte Carlo made a right
turn on Southwest 117th Street.
The driver was Michael Platt, 32,8
?ecullnr man who mowed lawas
Jor a lving. He had spotted

Grogan's car. It was a hard car 1o

miss, a bl% lemon-yellow Buick

Century, 1 ol. It had 8

drown roof. . At
The time: £:18.

. Earlier that morning, Wicheei-

Platt had picked up his best friend,
| William Matix, 34, s violence-
prone born-again Christian. Matix
wore work pants, blue pullover
and heavy boots. Earlier he had
kissed his 2-year-old daughter,
Melissa, and said goodbye to the
housekeeper. She zaid later she
never ssw the 357 Magnum
tucked into the leather shoulder
holster, .

Platt was dressed almost exactly
like Matlx, except for a bulky vest

that concealed his shoulder hol-
gter. It held a much fancier gun, a
357 Dan Wesson revolver loaded
: with .38-caliber rounds. Gun shops
often sell the Dan Wesson in an
oak case with two to four iater-
changeable barrels. Depending on
the number of barrels, the gun

goes for snywhere from ;400 to

FBUL.

day in horro

‘.r..'
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40 rounds a minute .
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In the Monte Carlo, Matix and
Platt had two other wespons on
the seat. Platt liked the shon
Smith & Wesson 12-gauge shot-
gun, fitted with a pistol grip. The
gun has no stock and measures
about three feet. Matix had a
Ruﬁer Mijni-14 semi-automatic as-
sauit rifie. It has & folding stock
and a 30 shot-clip. It can fire 40
rounds a minute. 7

Grogen and Dove didn't know
exactly what was in the Monte
Carlo as they trailed it through the
quiet neighborhood.

“Southwest 81st Road, heading
sputh again,” Grogan seid calmly
into the car radio. Other agents
were moving in fast.

“Right behind ya, babe, give me
a cross street.”

It was Special Agent John
Hanlon. He was in a gold Chrysler,
1983 model. Special Agent Edmun-
do Mireles was in the seat beside
him.

The Monte Carlo turned right on

120th Street, then a quick left onto m,F,, any gunfire.

82nd Avenue. Special Agent Rich-
ard A. Mangauzzi, in & gray Buick,
fell in behind the gold Chrysler.
That made four cars in a row;
The suspects in the Monte Carlo,
Grogan and Dove in the yellow

Bl lamlom amd Wisalns Im tha
DUICRKR, NAaUll alid Iviicicy I sc

goid Chrysier and Manauzzi in the
gray Buick. ’

They were doing about 35 miles
an hour as they passed Dr. H.R.
Frick's Animal Orthopedic Hospi-
tal and the rear of a Farm Store,
where deliverymen were unload-
ing boxes.

“Ben, we're right behind ya.
Ben,” Hanlon radioed. "Do you
wam-to-do t? Let's do it.”

[

the FPL station, Just north of the

“Let's get some marked units,  prace Carlo o e O

let’s get some,” Grogan said.

Happened too fast

They dido't. Everything hap-
pened too fast.

*§ just looked at them and there
are guys holding up something in
the car" Grogan said. Matix and
Platt were grabbing their guns.

The time: 8:18. Grogan made a
decision.

“Felony car stop,” he ordered.
=Let's do iL."

At the FBI Academy In Quanti-
co, Va., every agent is taught how
to make a felony car stop. The
procedure is dlagrammed, execut-

ed and reviewed as carefully as a

military landing or a football play.
Other law enforcement agencies
teach modified versions of the

falomer smr stoan Arocadinras In
iS:ONY KT S0P pTKECuUre.

every case, the object is to stop a-
fleeing vehicle while enabling
police to control the wehicle's
movement and maintain cover

his time, 1t didn't work.
Grogan accelerated around the
Monte Carlo, aimost certainly on
the driver's side, according . to
crime-scene technicians who mea
sured tire trecks afterward, Han-

e

W™

lon, in the gold Chrysler, gunned
the engine and tried to pull yp on
the right side of the Monte Carlo,
as Manauzzi moved up behind it.

Platt swerved the Monte Carlo
to the right, bashing Hanlon's gold
Chrysler on the left front quarter
panel and driver's door. Both cars
rebounded and spun out obeenirel.

-

Platt got the car going agsin.
completed the U-turn and boited
north. The stall gave Manauzzi

st enough time to complete his

-turn. As the Monte Carlo rock-
eted north up the street, Manauzzi
;ilénmed it hard on the driver's

€.

The two cars careened up and
over the sidewalk and siammed
into a 20-year-old bottiebrush tree,
They had traveled maybe 30
yards, locked together. Startled
neighbors peered from windows.
The time: 9:20.

The bloodlest shoot-out’ in FB]
history began seconds later.
Matix clambered out the Monte
‘Cario’s passenger-side  window.
He couldn't get his door open
because it was wedged tightly
2gainst & car already parked in the
driveway, a shiny black Cutlass. It
belonged to Cory Sukeri, 2], a
University of Miami senior. He
was in the house, looking out,
' He saw Matix, clenching the
, ' Mini-14 assault rifle, slither across
the Cutlass’ hood. Sukert thought
first of his car polish, then he hit
the floor. Frantically, he sscram.

Please turn to SHOOT-OUT / 21 A

The Chrysler knotked down &
three-foot post, took out a spindly
melaleuca iree and slammed into
the wall of a Florida Power &
Light substation.

¢ Monte Carlo shot up onto’

the grass in the same direction and
uprooted another melalevca. Platt

yanked the wheel jn a sharp left

4surn and accelerated, trylng to
spomplete a Usturn, His car hit
another thick, three-foot post.
Green radiator fluid spewed
awildly. The Monte Carlo stalled.
#As Platt tried $o get it started,
Grogan made a U-turn about 30
yards down the road. Manauzzl
did the same in the driveway of
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This account was drawn from
miormation provided
confidentially by FBI agents
who arrived on the scene of the
shooting, other agents familiar
with the events and
Metro-Dade homicide
detectlives investigating the
tragedy.

A tape-racording of the
agents’ conversations before
and during the shoot-out was
obtained from an independent
source by The Miami Herald.

There Is stilt a question not
totally resolved: Which of the
two FBI killers used which
weapon.

FBI agents who participated

in the shoot-out idantiﬁad the
gunman with the
semi-automatic Ruger Mini-14
sssault rifie as Wiljlam Matix.
Baliistics, serology and other
physical tests, which may
confirm that identification, are
still ynfinished,

Conceivably, the tests could
indicate that Michasel Platt used
the Mini- 14 assault rifte. For the

purposes of this reconstiuction,

The Herald is relying on the
identifications made by F8I
agents in the shoot-out, and
olher eyewitnesses.

The identifications remain in
douht hacaice avents

I s s e e e T ey

happened s$o quickly and Piatt

and Matix were dressed in
almost identical clothing. Also,
one investigator, who arrived
on the scene shorlly after the
shooling, removed the -
guamen’s weapons from the
ear whara they were shot and
laid them on the ground. That
made It ditficult to positively
identify the respective weapons
by location.

This, and the fact some
projectiles were never
recovered, may prevent
investigators from ever making
a full and complete
reconstruction.




A RECONSTRUCTION: THE BLOODIEST DAY IN FBI HISTORY

These sequences show the final minutes of the FBI car chase that

began on South Dixie Highway and ended with the shoot-out on SW

SW 122ND
BTREET

o sttt gl a0 et T
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FBI agents prepare to stop suspects in Car A. Agents
Dove and Grogan pass on left in Car C. Agents Hanfon
and Mirsles, in Car D, attempt to pull alongside Car A on
passengac side. Agent Manauzzi, in Car B, follows.

m—

——

‘Suspects, in Car A, smash into Hanlon and Mireles in Car
D, forcing it off road into wall not shown. Suspects begin
U-turn in Car A. Agent Mansuzzi, in Car B, and Agents
Dove and Grogan, in Car C, also make U-turns, «+—— -

‘_—-r‘

82nd Avenue. In the shoot-out, the worst in FBI history, two agents
were kilied and five wounded. The two assailants were &also killed.
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Agent Mansuzzi, in Car B, rams suspects in Car A. Both
cars hit tree in front yard of duptex. Agents Dove and
Grogan, in Car C, pull in behind Car B.
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4. Wounded 3 L

imes, Manpuzzi
crawls 10 cover

Dove take cover.
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4. Reisner hils
Matix i arm,
Matix dodges
between cars

1., Agents Reisner
and Orrantia
arrive,

3. Matix exchanges
hire with Reisner

and Orrantis, wounding
Orrantia in arm

2, Matix shoots
Mitsles, shattering
his leH forearm

. £ oxn V‘s\ ’7: Py &T ..:"
' Lo U . sy P i %fe W RERA
e CAR W' BELONGS TO AQENTS REISNER AND ORRANTIA . e 3

TR et

_TWO_ ACENTS, WOUNDS

oy -

2. Malix shoots Handon |- % {3~
| Bin hand, but agent —=¢H By L i
; xoeps hring > =—EHe}
[+
. e
1. Reisner shouts LT

loward other agents.
"He's coming aroundt

4. Matix shoots
Grogan in chest, .
killing him N
instantly. Me
kills Dove with
four shots, «
wounds Hanlon
. N groin ares.

-
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sholgun biast
as Plat! nears

1. Matix fires 2t
wounded Mireles,

mps into
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SW 122ND STREET

4. A wounded and dazed
Mireles emplies revolver,
Matix and Platt are hit
in spine, parslyzed.

Thty die moments later, fHS

‘-———-—'

2. Reisner, hol:ung
bulieiproof vest,
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in Fla. in
FBl-gang

gunfight

Two agents die,
five wounded

MIAMI (AP)--FBI agents battled armed
robbery suspects today in a furjous gunfight
that ended with four people dead, Including
two agenis, and five apenis wounded, av-
thorities said i

One of the wonnded agents was In crith
cal condition, a bospital spokeswoman sald

-~ Dozens of agents and police ywarmed io-
to the middleclass Kendall neighborhood of
shops and duplex homes after the gunbattle
at a busy intersection shortly after #:30 a.m.

The shootout slaried after agents spotted
a vehicle with license plates matching those
of a vehicle used i & series of bank avd ar,
mored car robberies, said Joseph V. Corless,
special agent In charge of the FB]'s Miami
office. R
“They 'called for backups [When (he
backops arrived] so atiempl was made to
pull over the vehicle, a conf{rontation ensued,
‘and shots were flred," Corless said .

Be identified the dead as two agents and

pending notification of relatives.

One wounded agent was in critical condi-
" tion at Baptist Hospital, hospital spokes-
womss Barbara Moove said She s2id anofy-
er agent was also brought to the hospital,

but she had no further information.
Tom Jones, spokesman for Soutk Miami
al, said a 32-year-vld agent brought

M_m surgery for & brokesa
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| 4 killed, —
- 5 wounded
in gunfight

SHOOTOUT, From Al

arm. He said the agent also
had some shotgun pellets in his
head, but those wounds
weren't serious. The agen( was
in fair condition, Jones said.

The other two agents'

+ wounds were superficial, Cor-
Jess said.

Two cars at the scene had
crashed and a third was rid-
dled with bullet holes. As
agents and police gatbered,
some onlockers crowded onto

. 2 roof of 2 nearby building and
others milled arcund the cor-
Soned-off aren. ; 1

Witnesses said they heard
up to 100 rounds fired as the
gunfight erupted about 9:35

+Am. One man said the gun-

1 ‘battle tasted 10 minvtes—___, ] ¢
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Both FBI agents were slain’
by same gunman, tests show

@ BRIAN DUFFY
Herald Stalf Writer

The two FBI ageats kilied In
week's gunfight in Kendall were
SWAT team members who carried

9mm semi-automatic pistols that ¥,

could have cut down their attack-
3; bad they been able to get &

Spedal Agents Gersld Dove and

Daniamin D Measan wars ameane
ARl §Fr WIVERL WEILG .l‘luu'

three agents carrying the Smm '
weapons during the shoot-out, ]
‘nvestigators and FBI agents said'
ednesdasy. But they proved no'
tch for Willlam Matix, who‘
1sed a more weriul Ruger
Aini-14 assauit rifie.
tests and ptorey T-
. &, which have not been made
wblic, show that It was Matix
vho killed Dove and Grogan and
'* the three most seriously
ounled agents. Michael Platt,
'stix’'s paricer In the shoot-out,
‘punded at least one agent with a
2-gauge shotgun, listics and
“har tasts ghow,
pecisl Agent Edmundo Mi.reles
as badly wounded In the left
zarm by Matix, but he finally
Tled both Matix and Platt,
This information, the first _spe-
fic accounts of the worst shoot-
1t in the history of the FBI, will
presented today by Metro-Dade
tectives In a briefing with FBI
-nts and supervisors. In related
Jelopments Wednesday:
® An anonymous caller tipped
Bce and
ation of a white 1884 ¥Ford
-kup, Hcense F38-CUW, owned
Matix. The truck is believed to
ve been used in ﬂte Imd: 12

octors said the three
-ents wounded
riously in the -
pot-out were
proving after

*Wednesday

rgery and other

t.huotlng and robbe ol-—-.lna.
mr_.thﬂuo in a West Dade rock pit.
Collazo was shot and left for

dead by two men who stole his

"o a haveralar nnte Plf'n

L) ‘lld c"pvnv £ A1) l"‘lv"

FBI found the truck plrked

at SW 104th Street

and South Dixle Highway,
than 20 biocks from the :gootlug
. scene.
Haul at Matxx 3 .

® FBI agents fijed

ng they seized Col]qu. .38-

ber Smith & Wesson revolver
from Matix's home when they

Magnum revolver, a lz-gnuge
ﬁnvnpp ghotgun with s sawed-off
barTel, @ Glenfield Modd 60
‘Warlin .22-caliber rifle, two Real-
{stic walkie-talkies, ammunition,
n-cleaning equipment, a canvas
gg conu]nin [ sman machete
m uuu.uu; u:lt wusu HAVE UCTH
psed in bank robberies. Some
materigls had eyeholes cut out.
.. ® The FBI also seized four
Weapons from Platt’s house, but
their makes and model numbers
were pot made public. Since the
shooting Friday, Metro-Dade de-
tectives and FRI investigators have
concentrated their efforts on de-
briefing witnesses and collecting 4
physical evidence While Assistant

“Detectives have gone to excep- |
tional lengmr‘w'&cument what
' happened at the shooting scene. In —

“move all the cars Involved In the
chase and shoot-out to an empty
hangar at Opa-locka Alrport.

_There, Parmenter asnd other
lwestigltors russembled the

-

Trimic acéne c;ut..uy as it was
they could reconstruct the events
of th_e shooting.

Shot in foot

According to sources familiar
with autopeles b the
Dade Medical miner's Office,
Mireles shot Platt in the toot with
8 shotgun. Then, badly wounded
and unable to reload the rifie,
Mireles the two men.

The auvtopsies showed each was
hit In the spine, almost certainly
with slugs from Mireles’ six-shot
Smith & Wesson revolver, the

sources said

Both Mstlx and Platt  were
peralyzed instantly from the neck
down. Matix also was hit in the
face at least once by a slug from
Mireles' handgun, the sogrces said.

The asutopsy showed that the
facial wound was not immeadiately
fatal, but Matix would have

St

drowned severs]! minutes later fn

-ttyoern blood.

G ——

1TAMIY

April 17,

1!

one jnstance, Metro-Dade detec- .
tive John Parmenter lrnnapd n .
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B llfelqng Dream -

JERRY DOVE REMEMBERED — Jerry Dove, stonding in
center of photo ot right, reclized o fifelong dreom
when he joined the FBI in 1982, He wos troined o5 o
member of the FBI S.W.AT. teom thot protected oth-
©* letes during the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. Below,
I family pictures show Dove as ¢ grode-school student,
’ dressed in his footboll eniferm devmy s jonier yeur ¢i
Dunbar High School, ot his grodustion from WYU Low
School ond in @ portrait token two yeors ago.

— |

{ R <ol NPT LA T \’(“’6“‘

Date.
rarss THRioad VB ViGe
[ A LN v“‘ *

! 'F_“-.m.\ 5% e
t

tTltle Y TRt R aER) T A
! THL Dqes ™

Character
ot ﬁ.\ W -
Classiticaton

I Subtritting Othce |
i - L %Y \\_- fh\

L
1
{indexing

i
:

o rm—— - ———V——



gt

[T

Friends Remember Dedicated | A

By SARA CRICKENBERGER
¥ The Daily Mail Staff

Gunshots rang oul on a quiet Miami streel. Soon the air was filled with the
sunds of bullets piercing metal and shattering glass.

When the quiet descended again last Friday morning, four men were dead
- two robbery suspects, a 25-year veteran FBI agent and M-year-old Jerry
Jove.

In places like the quiet Dunbar neighborhood where Dove grew up,
.‘gﬂm bave never been real; they don't happen except on télevision.

ul perhaps as much as any of the events in the days since Dove was

killed, a two-page telegram from “Miami Vice™ talevision series actor Don
Tohnson expressing his sympathy to Dove's mother drives home the fact that

Jfe is not like television. When the scene is over the playen don‘t get wp and
o Bome.

n'.

Law enforcement is dangerous, not glamorous. Jerry Dove knew tha

" 1t was the only thing be ever wanted to do.

“He always wanted to be in the FB1,” sajd Dove's mother, Bobbie
“That's why ke went to isw school, to meet some of the FBI's
requirements.

“He was always interesied in Yaw enforcement and the FB! ks the
the line in law enforcement. That was what be wanied”

FBI Direclor Wiliam Webster was expected to attend 10 4.m. servic _
«ytwmmmwdmmww Benjamio Groga
fhey tried to arrest two robbery suspects.

After graduation from Dunbar High School, Dove atiended Concord
lege, then Marshal] University, where he graduated with honors. He m

- e

. (Turn to Pg. 9A, (
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| (Continved frem Page 1) _ ‘
ed from West Virginia University Law Law thcers Honor

Scbool, then worked in the attoroey
geveral's office ntil be was accepted
into the FB! Academny in 1982.

He accepted his FBI commission in
Pittsburgh and worked there and in
Charleston and Huntington befare mov-
ing to San Diego, then to Miami.

Long-time friend Larry Halcber said
Dove was goal oriented. And before bhe
et the FBI as his goal, he bad already
decided to meet a more challenging
one.

“He wanted to make a difference in
life, to do something important before
be died,” Larry said. “He knew that
long before be thought about the FBI.

“Jerry had a real strong sense of
what was right and what was wreng.
Be believed in making whatever sacri-
fices be had to to do the right thing.”

And although Dove knew the risks of
being an FEI agont. e didn't takk
much ahont them Hatcher eaid,

“] never bad any fear that he would
be killed,” he said. “I think that's in
part because be downplayed that side
of it to me.”

Dove, who was more conservative
than his counterparts growing up in the
*60s and "70s, was nonetheless popular
among his peers, Hatcher said.

“His idea of a good time was to get
together at a pizza place and just
alk " Hatchor e2id “He wae slways

concerned about our personal lives,

-who we were dating. And he gave lots 1 Authorities havew't ruled out the pos-

of advice, whether we wanted it or
l n‘ ”l

His memory was astounding and his
sense of humor was one of his best
traits, his friends said. After seeing a

movie once, Dove could recite lioes
and jokes from it and do impressions

+ of the actors. Clint Eastwood movies

»
F

S

b
-

gmdsuugmmwmm_

‘wereamoog his favorites. T

“T'll pever forget, one evening we
bad made plans to go to the drive-in
mavies 10 see a double feature of (lint
Eastwood,” Halcher said. “1 was talk-
ing to my girlfriend’s parents and Jer-
ty drives up wearing a poncho and a2
wibied Yowlegred & 0 the porch Hae
w. »to
Llint Exstwood 1o ene of dis movies.”

Mrs. Dove also remembers a few
pranks from Dove's youth.

“One Christmas, be and some friends
@ressed ap as Wise Men and went door-
to-door throngh the smow In their bath-

| Slain Federal Agent -

robes, barefooted and wearlag paper

iR

MIAMI (AP) — Rundreds of law of-
ficers, their badges banded in black
filled a small church as the FBI eulog-
Lzed one of its own slain in the bureau's
bloodiest day.

FB] Director William Webster, who
fiew by helicopter to visit two hospi-
tals where wounded agents are recov-
¢ring, joined about 1,500 others for the
funeral of Benjamin J. Grogan, 53,

Websier, who met privately wit
Grogan’s widow after the Roman Cath-
olic service, vowed an intensive inves-
tigation of the {wo syspects, Willlam
Statin, 94, and Nchael Platt 32 ,

“We have not yet conneciad them to,
anyone else " Webster said. “Before,
we're through, we going to know every-
thing aboot them from the time they
were born (o e time they disd”

The two men opened fire with high-
powered automnatic rifles, killing two
agents and wounding the others during
a traffic surveillance assignment. It
was the most FBI casuaities in ope in-
cident in the bureau's 78 years.

Local authorities have tentatively
linked the suspects to eight armed rob-
beries in the past year, plus three rob-
beries and shoolings at an isolated rock
Qquarry in wisiern Dade Couniy ire-

quented by target-shooling enthusiasts.

sibility that more people were involved
i ring.

st !

MEMBER —trr o sy o
wrote song lyrics and planned to some-

day publish them, Mrz. Dove said. But
singing wasn't ope of his strong points
50 be kept the tunes rolling around in
his bead instead of off his tongue.

“Maybe be sang them to
pot out loud,” Mrs. Dove said.

Dove loved to travel and once spent
40 days with friends traveling more
than 11,000 miles across the United
States and Canada, Mrs. Dove said.

Australia was to be his pext destina-
tion, said his friend and neighbor Kent
Legg, with whom he drove cross-coun-
iry on another occasion. And he often
spoke of trying to get an FBI transfer
o Alaska, where be could spend mere
time outdoors camping, hiking and
playing sports.

Mrs. Dove said her son was athletic,
but never a star. He worked summers
=  Hfegunrd sné conild ofter de foumd
spending his free time playing football,
basketball, hiking or boxing.

“He loved to box and I was the cnly
one be could get to box with him”

Hatcher said. “He'd heat me to iust
short of the point I would want to quit.
And be'd let me get in 3 few punches
so I would feel better,

“He would never hit me to the point
be would knock' me out and I could
rest. He'd just tag me.”

But even more often, his toughest
competition was himself, Legg said.

“Jerry would pick a hill and say,
‘when I'm in good enough shape, I'm
going fo run up that Rill' Then ke
would run and be wounld train and he
would beat that hill," Legg said.

The physical aspects of law enforce-

ment were part of its appeal to Dove,
bis friends and family said. A tough
day of SW.A.T. training was exhjlarat-
ing.
“He'd call me up and say I had such
& great day We did drills. I can't be-
Iiey:le they pay peopie Lo do this Legg
[ 1 1]

Hatcher said, “He was very proud of
the fact thai he was 30 and in the best
physical condition of his life.”

»t
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FBl agent saluted at funeral ~

FBI Director Wiliam Webster, defivering a
dulogy in St. Albans, W.Va., yesterday at the
funeral of Jerry Dove, one of two agents killed in a
Kendal! shoot-out last Friday, calied his killers
“brutal, ruthless people.” Webster pledged an
inensive investigation into the backgrounds of

Willam Matix and Michael Platl, the two wha

killed Dove and fellow agent Benjamin Grogan.-

Webster calied Dove- "one who lived to see hls

¢hiidhood dreams come true.”
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THE WOUNDED
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Ed Mireles, above, the wounded FB] hl

§ special agent credited with killing
two heavily armed gunmen in 'y
Kendall shoot-out, is to be released
Wednesday from South Miami
Hospital, according to FB]
spokesman Paul Miller. Mireles is
recovering from a gunshot blgst to
his left arm. Lefy, sgents John
Hanlor snd Gordon McNeill, who
have adjoining rooms in Baptist
Hospital, also are recuperating from
gunshot wounds suffered in the April
11 incident in which two suspects

‘and two FBI agents were killed.
Hanlon is to be released today.
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Agents on the mend
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McNeill, left, also wound-
ed in the Kendall gunfight,
came downstairs to say
gocdbye to Hanlon,
McNelll will probably be
released later this week.
Hanlon was with agents
Bepjamin Grogan and
Gerald Dove whern they
were killed by William
Matix. Hanlon told report-
ers Tuesday that Matix,
who was also killed in the

shootout, “looked like an

old-time, grade-B, spa-
ghetti Western bad man.”
He said he looked directly
at Matix when the FBI
agents were trying to get
Matix and his partner Mi-
chael Platt to pull off the
road during a chase, “ He
jusi looked very, very de-
termined. He wasn't
scared. He was like a man
on s mission.”

C.W.GRIFFIN / Miami Heraid Stat
— Q™

1[_‘ - . - —{Dﬂl ’.ge
e { Egton .
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Going home T
1 Specia! Agent John Han- -
' Jon, right, wounded in the Crascter
: | FBI shootout with two | o
1 | bank robbery suspects two | ‘Clars@ggtion
weeks ago, was released A-idtng OMce
Tuesdsay from Baptist Hos- MIAMY
pital.  Agent Gordon ':‘;mg
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Shoot-out ™
a success,
says agent
who was hit

By Buddy Nevins
Misrs! Barean Chied -

MIAMI — An FBI agent shot in a bloody gunbattle

12 days ago said the shoot-out was a success, despite .|

the deaths of two agents and {wo suspected bank
robbers apd the wounding of four other agents.

The battle prevented two men linked to murders
and bank robberies from driving onto crowded US. 1,
where many bystanders could have been hurt, Special
Agent John Hanlon told the media Tuesday.

Hanlon described for the first time what it was like
to be caught in the gunfight.

“I got shot in the hand first, my hand exploded and
blood came out,” recalled Hanlon, whe was released
from the hospital Tuesday.

“I flopped over op my back and I looked to the Jeft
and saw the guy standing by the car,” be said. “He
came around and shot me ok the ground in the "

Hanlon spoke {o reporters afier leaving Miami's
Baptist Hos&ital, where he was treated for bis wounds.

e gunplay erupted when Hanlon apd other lg::et:
attempted to arrest itwo men thought to have
responsible for a half dozen armored car and bank
robberies and three murders in a year. The two sus-
pects, Michael Platt and William Matix, were slain as
:he atiemnpted to escape FBI agents in s hail of

ullets.

FBI investigators have determined that Matix, 34,
shot Hanlon using a semi-automatic assault rifie.

As Hanlon’s unmarked FBI car pulled alongside
Platt, 32, and Matix’s car, the agent said he “looked
right at him. He just looked very, very determined. He
wasn't scared. He was like a man on a mission.

The 48-year-old agent, who has been with the FBI
for 23 years and who holds a law
thought about his wife and three children as be lay on

the be would get a chance o
 Bhe ground, praying be would geta gee them

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

|°"? Page _lA
Ection: ——————
. N. Broward
April 23, 1986
Title
Charscer:
of
Chasification:
Submitting Office:
MIAMI
indexing

The FBI said after the April 11 shoot-out that more

L-4han 100 shots were fired in the suburban south-Dade- -

County neighborhood, one block from US. 1.

Hanlon recounted the deaths of Special Agents Ben-
jamin Grogan and Gerald Dove, cut down by Matix.

“I beard Ben go, ‘Ob, my God’,” Hanlon said.

Those were Grogan's 1ast words, as be fell mortally
wounded from a bullet to the chest, Hanlon said.

“Then Jerry Dove fell right next {0 me, his head face
down,” Hanlon said. “His eyes were closed, be raised
his bead. The guy I think who shot me shot Jerry in the
back of the head, executed him.”

Also at the conference was Special Agent Gordon
McNeill, 43, who was shot in the back during the
gunfight. He will remain at Baptist Hospital a few
more dl{l. e——

Special Agent Ed Mireles, 33, wounded in the right
Arm during the fi‘ht, should be released this week, too.
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| Saw Maftix

execute 1, -
agent says

® A threst in Nebrasks, BA

KATHRYN LORUSSO

and JOHN FERNANDEZ
Mlael Bewr Liparters

FBI agent John Hanlon, speak-
in? publicly for the first time since
being wounded in the April 11
shootout that claimed the lives of
two other agents, said he saw one
of the killers “execute” agent Ger-
ald Dove.

The bloody Kendall gun battle
left Dove, agent Benjamin Grogan
and robbery suspects William Ma-
tix and Michael Platt dead. Hanlen

and fonr nthar FRT acoante wars
WLINS SWAML W RAS A LI -.‘-IJ- Lo =

wounded.
Hanlon, who was shot in his left

! hand, thigh and abdomen during
" the firefight, was released yester-
" day from Baptist Hospitsl. He

spoke to reporters outside the hos-
ital along with agent Gordon
cNell, who was wounded in the
neck and hands. .
Hanlon recslled being shot by
Matix in the hand and thigh, then
falling to the ground. ]
“At first ... I told (Grogan) I
was shot, and then I heard him
say, ‘Oh my God." I didn't feel him
fall down. But then Gerry Dove
fell right next to me, with his head
face down. He raised his head. His
eyes were glazed . .. And the guy ]
think shot me shot Gerry in the
back of the head — executed him.
“1 was lying on the ground™
Hanlon said, “and the only thing |
could think of was my wile and
thiee chiidren and 1 Was hoping he
{Matix) wouldn't put his gun
against me.”

- .- Both Hanlon and McNell sald
fhey ‘were younded 4y Watix, .

.'P!un sn. FBI: SA
B . P ————

!
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who jumped from a car wield-
ing a semi-automatic rifle.

McNeil said he gaw in ad-
vance that one of the suspects,
apparently Matix, was ready
for a firefight and radioed a
warning to other agents.

“] said, ‘The passenger is
crouched down on the passen-
er side; he's loading up a
ong-barreled weapon; this
guy's getting ready to go; he's
ﬁl;ng to shoot it out,” " McNell

Hanlon then described what
he saw as he attempted to pull
over the suspect's car.

“When | pulled around them
and slammed into them on the
side, we were paralliel,” Hanion
sald, referring to Matix. “I
Jooked right at him. He just
locked very, very determined.
He wasn't scared. He was like a
men on s missicn.”

Both agents sald they felt
“fortunate” to have taken pan
jn the gun bettie thai stopped
the two dangerous bank rob-
bery suspects on a residential
street one block off South Dixle

A emtitirel

Highway in Suniland. The
agents had spent months trying
to track down the two suspects
by the time they spotied the
pair driving in a stolen car.

“The bottom line ... is that
we didn't want (Matix and
Platt) to get back on South Dix-
ie Highway,” Hanlon said.

McNeil, who was in charge of
the investigation, talked about
the dedication of his “extreme-
iy close comrades.”

“I'm glad they (Matix and
Platt) were not able to go on
and burt anybody else,” sald

McNell, who still has a bullet
Jodged in an area just above his
colon. “I'm glad we were able
to help the public.”

Hanlon described Matix in
the ﬁun battle as a “grade B,
spaghett| Western bad man.”

Ed Mireles, the FBI agent
who charged back to slay the
two killers after being wound-
ed, was to be reieased from
South Miami Hospital today or
tomorrew, said a hospital
spokesman.

“We won't know when he
will be released until his physi-
cian gives the OK.,” Tom Jones
sald. “He took a pretty power-.
ful hit.”

Jones sai¢ Mireles planned to
make a public statement upon
his release. The agent was shot
once in his left arm in the gun-
tight and has undergone several
reconstructive surgeries, in-
cluding a skin graft, Jones said.

‘Two other agents, Richard A.
Manauzzi and Gilbert Orrantia,
were treated for superficial
wounds at Jackson Memorial
Hospital and released>—"
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,_A_gent checks out

e—iy-RiCHARD WALLACE

Herald Sigff Writer

Edmundo Mireles, FBI special agent, was
very special indeed Thursday.

Mireles, whose courage under fire ended
the FBl's costliest shoot-out on April 1],
went home from the hospital at midday He

could have basked in &8 community's gratl-
tude to a8 wounded hero.

Instead, it was Mireles — his bullet-shat-
tered left arm cradied In a blue sling — who
gave thanks.

“I'd like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who made It possible for me to be
here today,” Mireles, 33, said as he paused In
4 wheelchair on a driveway near the
emergency room at South Miami Hospital.

Smiling and with his voice holding firm
and warm, the big, broad-shouldered agent
spoke a scant 150 words as more than 30
reporters, photographers and broadcasters
thrust microphones, pointed cameras and
pressed close to him.

“I want to thank all the members of my
squad, the C-1 bank robbery squad, and the
rest of the FB] field office,” sald Mireles,
who was among five agents woimnded In the
ferocious Southwest Dade firefight in which
Special Agents Benjamin Grogan and Gerald
Dove were killed.

. Despite his maimed left arm and a wound
from a bullet fragment to his forehead,
Mireles had wielded his service revolver in

his good right hand to fire the final barrage
e .

attempt of robbers Willam Matlx and
Michae! Platt, killing them both, *———=

But on Thursday. Mireles did not dwell on
those terrible moments of violence on a
sunny morning nearly two weeks earlier.

“I want to thank all local law enforce-
ment officers who responded to the scene to
assist us In our time of need,” Mireles said
under a cloud-puffed blue sky.

*I also want to thank all the fire rescue
personnel that went out to the scene after the
shooting to help us. I want to thank sall the
EMTs femergency medical technicians] for
their fine work, all the helicopter crews that
responded and risked thelr lives to help us,”
he said.

*“I want to thank the doctors, the nurses
and the staff of South Miaml Hospital,” he
continued. *They're tremendous ple.
They did a tremendous job, literally putting
my arm back together. I can't thank them
enough. They'll always have a1 place in my
heart.”

Smiles on the faces of the hospital
personnel who stood nearby sllently returned
Mireles' compliment.

“1 also want to thank the public,” the
agent continued. *“The public has been
tremendous. ! have recelved hundreds of
letters from people and schoolchildren with
thelr support and thelr prayers and their wel
wishes.

“And 1 really — personaily and for the

ﬁom
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FBI - appreciate the support that the public
_has given us. Thank yo0.” And then the big

man -~ dressed In slacks, 8 brown and
blue-striped knit shirt and loafers — left.
There was nothing more be needed to say.

He was stlll smiling as he stood to enter a
white, unmarked bureau vehicle, a Jeep
Wagoneer with the Jook of bulletproo! glass

and sasmar

e

As the vehicle pulled out, two other
ngents were inslde. One was Mireles’ wife,

Another FBl car accompanied Mireles'
departure. So did a ripple of applause,

One of Mireles' doctors, surgeon Gustavo
Plasencia, said the day mearked the beginning
of a new phase of the agent's life, “a few
months of really hard work."

The high-velocity rifle bullet that frac-
tured Mireles' arm passed completely
through it, Plasencia said.

“The entrance was very smal! and the exit
weas very big,” the surgeon sald.

In the months ahead, It will be known if
Mireles will need a tendon transplant to aid
in restoring mobility to his hand.

“He will have some problems, but we
believe that he will have falrly good
function,” Plasencia said.

Mireles' rehabilitation and chances for
retuning to active duty will be alded, the
doctor said, by the agent’s strong. positive

persopality. L e——
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FBI agent credited with killing

two suspects leaves hospit

‘ Anudl' ted Prems '
a60UTH MIAMI — An FBI agent, who despite head
and arm wounds killed two suspects in a bloody gun
2attle that Jeft six other agents dead or wounded, was
eleased from the hospital Thursday.

Cheering nurses and lab technicians at South Miami
{ospifal walched as Special Agent Edmundo Mireles,
«, was helped into a vehicle alongside his wife, Eliza-
<th, glso an agent, and driven away by another FBI
gent.

A South Miami motoreycle cop escorted them home.

Mireles was the fourth of five agents wounded in the
-hootout two weeks ago to be released from the hospi-
al. Two other agents were kilied in what has been
{lled the FBI's bloodiest day. .

Mireles, whose arm was shattered by a shotgun
dast §nd who suffered a slashed artery in his fore-
ead, spoke briefly to reporters before leaving. He
xpressed his thanks to colleagues, doctors, nurses,
-aramedics and the helicopter crew that airlifted him
rom the scene of the April 11 shoot-out.

‘The slx-year FBI veteran refused, however, to an-
-

er any questions about the gun battle be is credited

with epding despite his wounds.

*] want to thank all the members of my squad ...
and the rest of [the] FBI field office,” said a pale
Mireles, his Jeft arm encased in a cast and sling. “1
also want to thank the public. I've received hundreds
of lettérs from people and school children with their
suppor} and prayers.”

During his 13-day hospital stay, Mireles underwent
4% boyrs of surgery in two operalions to remove
bullet fragments from his forehead and repair the
@amagd done to his arm, said his surgeon, Dr. Gustavo
Plasencia. .

FBI spokesman Paul Miller sajd Mireles will return
to duty, but did not know when. Plasencia said it witl
like}lI be! months.

“He's got the determination to get back on the job,”
Miller said.

A quiet and reluctant hero, Mireles is credited with
killing robbery suspects William Matix, 34, and Mi-
chael Platt, 32.

A —ar}
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FBI Special Agent Gordon McNellt, wounded i the shoot-put
_ with bank robbery suspects two ‘weeks ago, gives the
- $humbs-up sign Friday as he je veleased from Baptist Hosplital, |
- Nurse Viki Karousatos smilled as ‘McNelll made 8 brief
- statement to reporters. McNeill is the last of five wounded
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B8y Ben Qoodwin
- STAFF WRITER
BEEVILLE - Like many events of its
kind, the Mismi shootout that 100k the
¢ lives of two FBI sgenis last Friday has
* rippled throughout the nation. it carried
+ special meaning to this South Texas lown.
, . The mother of FBI special agent Ed Mir-
¢ eles, wounded in the shootout and credited
with killing two bapk robbery suspects, is
on her way to her son’s bedside in Miami,
#  Mireles, according to eyewitness ac-
E‘% counts, was seriously wounded by gunfire,
! but retrieved his weapon and fatally shot
iwo men who earlier had killed two FBI
, RECAIS,
' *Yes, | am proud of him, but [ didn"
want this to happen,” Mrs, EM. Mircles
" sgid of her 3)-year-old son, a native of

- e L . S0 Ny S )

Pl

-

_ Alice who graduaied from high school in

Beeville,

Mres. Mircles said her son had surgery
Tuesday, but was due for more, She said
physicians will transplant skin from his legs
to a badly wounded icfl arm,

Mireles’ condition is flisted as faic at a
Miami hospital.

“I am flying from Corpus Christi at 6:4%
a.m. Thursday 10 be with him and his wife,
Liz,” said Mrs. Mircles.

Mrs, Mireles said it has been hard to
concenirate since the FBI notified her last

Fridsy of the shoolout and the wounding of
her won,

“I haven't been ablc to think of anything
else since [ received the telephone call,” she
said. “My mlnd has bcen on Miami.”

[ ]

Agent’s mother is proud of son

Mireles graduated in 1972 from A.C..
Jones High School, where he playcd I'oot-‘
bal and baskeiball. 1.0

Following high school, Mireles served
four years in the U.S. Marine Corps, In.’
cluding cmbassy duty in Sophia, Bulgana,
He was a top-ranked sharpshooter in thc
Marines.

" After he was discharged, she said, erolcs .
entered and gmdunled from the Universy -
of Maryland. ]

*He applied for the FB! and was acctbt-
ed” in 1979, Mrs. Mireles said. . _

Miretes served at the FBI headqnaﬂcm in
Washingion, D.C., before transferring {10
Miami about 8 ycar ago. His wife also is’an
FBI agent. They have been married sligH_\Iy‘

more than a year, Mrs. Mircles said. '
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S. Texan
was hero
.in shootout

e W . - -

" FBl agent's mother, a
Beeville resident, is proud of
son's heroism. f16A

Knigh-Ridder News Service

ﬁg - MIAMI - As his fellow FBI agents
lay bleeding and dying mound him
and two suspected bank robbers tned
140 gel away in a government car,
" ‘Special Agent and former South Tex-
an Ed Mireles, wounded badly in the
lefi arm. crawled about seven yards
" to the drirver's side door, s100d up,
A sicadied himself and emptied his re-
volver through the open window.
As the two men in the car fay dy-
. ing, Mireles sank to the pround,
bieeding Police sirens screamed in
the distance. The worst massacre in
. the history of the FBI was over.
=The bad guys thought all the
. agents were down, and they were gel-
ung ready 10 leave,” said an mveso-
gator charged with recreating the
scene, “Somehow. Mireles got 10 the
car. 1 don't know how. He killed
them both with his revolver.”

.- The agent's heroistn was one of the
' few bright spots in a tragedy & week
ago that Jefi Agem Gerald Dove and
Special Agent Benjamin Grogan dead
and Mireles and four other agenms
wounded on & guiel, tree-lined Ken-
dall Streer _

No passers-by were wounded in the
shooting. largely because the FB}
agents waited 10 make the arrest until
they were on a2 side street and heid
tbeir fire when motorists got in the
[ Yy
' Meiro detectives say the men who
.. shol the agents, William R Matix
{ ' and Michael Lee Plat, were suspects

" in more than a half-dozen robberies

*  of armored cars and banks, the killing
; of ont bank guard and the wounding
v of two others. They're also suspected

 of shooting a1 lcast three otber peopk

by target shooters, bul police say oei-
ther man had a criminal rewlﬂ.
Apenis, investigators and withesses

Please see Hero/16A

a1 & West Dade rock pit frequented |
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FROM PAGE 1A

', gave this account of the events that led up
" 10 Mireles® lone, desperate assault on the
" atuackers’ car,

Afier & wild chase up South Dixie High-

: w2y, Platt and Matix smashed their car

.

into & tree. Almost before the car came 10 a
stop. the men began firing at the agents.
Matix, an ex-Marine, opened up with a

" letha) Ruger Mini-14; Platt cut loose with &

12-gauge shogun.
Most of the agents weren't wearing bul-

. letproof vests, but some held them in fromt

of them like sheelds, for protection.

_Thc agents fought back with standard
six-shot .38<aliber Smith & Wesson re-
volvers, but they had little chance. Grogan
and Dove were cul down soon afier they

Y

Jumped from their car. Everyone else wa
woundcfl or taking cover from the Ruger, |
i?:i-abbcr semiautomatic with a 30-shg

P.

As Dove and Grogan lay dying. some o
the wounded agents kept firing

Mireles, the only agent who had 2 shol
gun, was hit and hurt badly but kept shoot
Ing. At ope point, he was about five 1
seven yards away from Matx and Piatt
uymg to fire the gun from behind the truni
of a government car. With his bad jeft arm
however, he couldn't aim straight or reload

Mircles fired once, but it went wide i
the left Buckshot tore into the cars lef
front quarter panel, as Matix and Plat
tried furiously 1o get into the car. Mirele:

— e VS -
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dropped the shoigun and got down behi
the car. I
It's not known if obe or the other
. wounded during the earlier shooting. Y
" both were well enough to ¢limb into'
- government car. With Mireles down,
" apparently thought they had killed
wounded everyong; they tried starting
- T -
In s panic, Mireles scuttied forward
~ his hands and knces. As the mea in the z
concentraied on getting i1 goir “Mire
bleeding, stood up. He squeezed ihe
siX times. o
When paramedics got there s few mh
- uies later, they pulled Platt and Matix frgs
tht car. They were already dead -

e o
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THE SUBJECTS. . . . . WILLIAM RUSSEL MATIX - MICHAEL PLATT
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By SYDNEY P. FREEDBERG
—wT Stalf Writer

Michael Lee Platt, & hazel-eyed fanatic
O one knew, was a crack commando with a
doomsday vision, schooled in the evil art of
mayhem. :

In high school, he wanted to be an FB!
agent. )

For Michael Platt, 32, doomsday arrived
13 days ago on a suburban Miami street,
when, finally, he was shot to death like a
mad dog. He was trying to steal the car of
two murdered FBI agents.

Federal investigators have not estab-
Lshed that Platt or his slain partner,
William Matix, 34, belonged to any extrem-
ist survivalist group, but they do—aer

e ﬂ-o- L X T R ;-ﬂ

The FBI Shoot—out

Last in a series

. discount it. They are not yet sure what
happened to the urban arsenal they stock-
plled, apparently financed from bank hold-
u

[ETRPRIIG ™ | S L

ps.

What is emerging slowly is the strange
dark Ufe of Plait. His second wiie was
terrified of him. The day before she
supposedly shot herself with a shotgun, she
1  told o friend, “He's going to kill me.”

Michagl Platt compelled his wife, against

M

[ ]
her will, 10 have an affair with his trusted
buddy, Matix, her divorce lawyer says. Platt
was fiercely antl-Catholic, a man reared as
a militery brat, a specialist in military
survival, and a man who lied about dying.
He said he had cancer. He did not.

When Mary Stutts, a family friend, first
beard about the bloody shootout that took
the lives of Platt, Matix and the two FB]
agents and wounded five other &gm_sh_e

.

§

. sald, *I

| CIA or an FBI agent. He was almost
¢ drank or took drugs. He always had such _

" wide-recelver Lance Rentzel. He told people

L

< - 1
thought Mike would be the FBI
. t the villain. ——
“What went wrong? Mike aspired to be g

W

Michael Platt: He seemed to
Minthemnmk_
v .

fanatical about his body. He never smoked,

high aspirations.”

Platt, born in San Diego on Feb. 3, 1954,
grew up strictly Navy, marching with his
moody chief petty officer father from
military hace 1o military hass.

As a boy, Mike admired Dallas Cowboy

he used to play football with him.
- Platt’s father, Marion, believed in strict .

‘Please tumn to PLATT/18A
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discipline for his three boys: short

halr, restriction or physical pun-

* Ishmeat for disobeying orders. The

“father gave his sons the same:
-middle fmne Lee. Mike was the
oldest, quietest and seemingly
saddest. Tim was the Boungest.
friendliest and happiest. Dave was
In between, Mike protected the
other two from what an old
neighﬂbor called & “a bad home
situstion.” . . .
*] hope Marion Ism't bllm!:!!
bimseii,” said Bi Myern, a5 oid
family friend. “He may be think-
Ing t he didn't bring him up
right.” : .
ke Platt, wm.k:é: best tl;uddyt.
Laury Stutts, wor me &
a Sam's l?:ut Beet ng:nwem to
high school in Ymdcﬂ Ariz., .:
dusty desert town ng on
earthquake fault, 20 miles north o
Mexico. The family bome, with

monl and n.ﬂr\_{,\ﬁ“ wae landor arded

-ty

n
Army rebengmd its 1980 lranlan
rescue attempt.

Platt, & boy with few close
friends, took up bow-snd-arrow
bunting and learned to shoot &
22-callber rifle. He showed little
interest in girls. “He was always
real pessimistic,” sald Larry
Stutta. : '

petitive, anxions to Bve up
to?llsn father's expectstions, Platt |
uated in the top 10 percent of
class. He was s Jock, one ?ti
*two big starters™ on Kofa High's
basketball team, the yearbook
declared. He was great in tight
games, sometimes scoring 20
points. “He could think shead 10

wasn't one to get rattied easily.”
Phttwunlwayuutohregol.,

, He Bad bis head shaved, wore
avold situations ) Tl o ':iuo;ﬁ?;em ? ol ¢
. sald cosch John ﬁ‘cﬁnm: &f:‘:fw‘sm .Hemme uth“mu“g: -

was a killer

Stutts remembers one nlght i_..—-m'n made staff sergeant. He
Yuma when Platt accidentally ran  earmed & Good Conduct Meds! and
over a small mutt. He slammed on '?mlﬂed as an expert in the M-18
the brakes, Jumped out of the car  wifle, In Kares in 1877-78, be
and held the dead animal g his | trained for close-in, intensive com-
vared—He WaS overcome with: bat. Up In a tree, Platt would

grietl. *=——""_ watch the border of g divided
Other acqualntances In Yuma Korea. He thought Kogep's parti-

recall a very determined teen-sger tion was “stupid.”

with pent-up fury. Shoitly after | *He said It would have been so

Platt bought a bloe Chevy Malthy | easy for someone to pick him oft,”

with work gavings, he failed to Mary Stutts said.

come home one night. His {ather [ In Platt's conversations and

accused the Stuttses of stealing his . letters, he denounced smokers,

son. The father also claimed the * drinkars, the Catholie Church and
Maiibu belonged to him and said ENam—

be was golng to call police and -

have Mike arrested for theft.
That's what happened, the
Stuttses said. “Marion left him in
Juvenile Hall for the weekend to
teach him a lesson,” Myers added.
In 1972, after graduation, M-
chael Platt ieft bome. He martied
for a brief time. Investigators
don't know who his first wife was
&r what became of ber. That year,
Piatt enlisted in the Army. '
“Why In the hell are you dolng
that?” Stutts asked then.
“You have to Jearn to protect
yoursell,” Platt replied.
. * % %

On leave, Platt stayed away
from Yuma. He wrote sometimes.

Stationed at Fort Campbell, Ky.,
Company B, 3rd Battalion, 187th
Iniantry, be took a desert bio)
course and eventually made the
Army Rangers, the elite first-
strike commando unlt that stakes
out territory for more heavily

armed units,

Pltt, s 6-foot, muscular map

with penetrating hazel eyes and

bty DAl wiaied 1o be

& night and Hmited

_ “He was reluctant to be regimen. “Fations. He trained In the desert.

ted,” sald Dr. Lewis Shoop, the

counsslor.
""'l'%qlpmten what he belleved t0

sch

be & coach's flvmﬂ!!.l.l.n eﬁ ‘
refused a varsity letter.
opln!onated for right and
e

el o muncd Blodalm o Indua
BEU 8 QIiTEL WISy

tice,” Stutis said. - e

m_ "

4




£ tall of 1

,enough for an assoclate’s degree,

- ——

-— . e ome o= [Pty
bureaucrats who favored g divided

_Korea. e Wis very much the
" American. If be felt our ceuntry
T was being raped or molested, he

would rise up and do somethin
+- about It e o

In the military, Michael Platt

stemed to dun&e from s qulet,
;. withdrswn youth into an aloof,
Angry eritic.

t ‘was there, the PBI Delieves, =

that he met William Matix, .a
* fanatic very much like him, :
¥ If Platt or Matix associated with
right-wing survivalists known to
thrive in the world ol ex-soldiers,
' -ra.rﬂcululy around Fort Campbell,
nvestigators bave yet to establish
it. The opportunity was there.
Some lovestigators are skepti-

“Someone living in s $100,000
“Bome in the suburbs and driving a
Jaguar doesn’t pound like a srvi-
valist to me,”™ one federal agent
sald of Platt. “I'd say they were
more capltalistic. They would do
anything for moaey, lncluding
“killing people.” C ¢
Upon discharge, Michael Platt
returned to Yuma in 1979. On the
visit, he exchanged “war stories”
with Mary Stutts’ hushand, an
ex-Marine with four combat tours
in Vietoam. .
Platt quizzed him on survival:

l

:

A——

. U — - - - neneh——
He started o landscape businesy——Lusband and I wanted to sve my

writh his brother, Tim, snd peem-

lnﬁly worked hard.

How are you doing today?” the
bors would ask him.

“As well a3 can be expected,”

Platt would answer, his eyes fixed

on the ground.

- Behind the tranquillity was

Mery. The Platts built a six-foot
mound outside the house. It looked
Eke a bunker.

" - When nelghbors asked shout it,
Platt would pometimes say he was
bullding a slide for his children.

. Other times, he would ssy the dirt

was for a cesspool. He promised to

get rid of it

A few months before his death,
nelghbors noticed the mound had
disappesred. Survivalists common-

Iy bulld such bunkers for food and

}

weapon storage. .
T A A

* Sometime - between 1979 and
Christmastime 1883, the FB! now

delieves, Platt went to Ohio. There
. ba sought out Matix, his old Anny

4 buddy.

———

On Dec. 30, 1583, someone

i stabbed to death Matix's wife,

" Patricla, in & Columbus bospital
" where ghe worked,

At the funeral, Patricla's mother

remembers an introdugties—ty a

“What did you do when you were——-mr5s called Michael.

dropped out of C-130s in the
Jungle? How did you catch animals
for food? What evasive actlons did
you use to avoid enemy?”

* % &

When Michael Platt moved to
Miam}, be brought with him & new
wife and and his old Army
fatigues. He wore them around the
neighborhood, & secluded South
Dade #treet four blocks from
where he would dle.

Regina Lylen was a tiny, plain-
Jooking woman with sandy blond
halr, glasses and a well-to-do
father. Everyone liked her. “Do
you love her or 4o you love her
moaey?” & {riend once asked him.
“T love ber,” Platt answered, “The
money isn't important.” '

Outwardly, Mike and Regina
Mved a bumdrum Hfe (n suburbla,

in a typical Dade County home }

with burglar bars. The Platts had
By B 02 K 2 By
the stroller through the
nembmtood. ) ‘ 4

©t studied ot Minmi-Dade
Community College, enrolling in
business courses first, then
switching to landscaping .in the
. Hehad 23,22 grade
point average und 76 credits,

|

These drvs, Columbus Police

P

something iilegal,”

Capt. Antone Lanata is trying to
find out Michael Platt’s where-
abouts on the day of the murder.
Platt is suspected. e
oing to clear a

“T'm bt just
case off one of them because

they're dead,” the captaln said. |

“But both men have proven them-
selves to be murderers.”

~ In the mof 1884, Bill Matix
came to and joined FPlatt'’s
landscaping business. -

‘They became [nseparadble. They

went on out-of-state hunting expe- .

ditions and deep-sea fishing tripe. |

Platt caught a 88-inch sallfish.
Matix csught and mounted a
five-foot hammerhead shark,
After Matix’s arrival, the mar-
riage of Mike and Reggie Platt
deterforated. He had affairs, a
neighbot sald. Reging seemed de3-
perate to save her marriage. She

A peighbor alsc detected trou-
ble. “She was afrald of him. She
didn't Hke his guns. She dldn't Hke
Matix.” She even thougbt that he
bhad shot to death the couple's
terrier and anather dog. He said he
had given them sway.

Regina told the lawyer that her
bushand was playing around with
guns and that he and Matix were

olng out of state on weekends.
¢ thought they were doing
the lawyer

said :

R;ghn also told the lawyer of a

| threat she received from onpe of

her husband’s girlfriends. *“This
female told her three things: One
was that her husband was going to
ﬁt 8 divorce. Two waz that

chael and this woman were
deeply In love. And three was that,
‘You'll be gone by Christmas-
time."*

Attorney Wick hred a private
Investigator to trace the move-
ments of Platt and Matix. “They
had some sort of warehouse in the
north end of town. They'd appar-
ently pick up their work orders
and go to work.” .

Wick sald he did not know what
was Inside the warehouse. Crying,
Regina told another friend: “My
busband keeps threatening to kill
me.” ‘

On Nov. 13, 1984, Reﬁm Platt
was treated at Baptist Hospital's
emergency room. Allegedly, it was
& suicide attempt with 14 anti-de-

ressant pills. The bospital con-

ed a computer entry, but no
specifics. -There was po police
report. '

Attorney Wick says Regina told
Km the once took “ap overdose of

Is.

On Dec. 20, 1984, Regins ran
into a friend at a shopping mall.
“She sald, "He is lfd“ to kill me,
he's golng to kill me.' Sbe was

cn’lng."

At 8 am., Dec. 21, 1084, Regina
Platt, 32, died of a shotgun blast to
the mouth. She was pude in her

| bed. Her busband sald he was

was devastated when ghe found

_which be never bothered to pick

‘Jove notes to MTke from another
woman. She was devastated when
$ber bushand, who had & vasecto-
my, asked ber: “Why did we have

these children anyway™T™

Eventually, Regina wenttoseet

lawyer about ber marriage, her
fears and her Wfe. She told
attorney Danlel A. Wick that her
. husband demanded that she have
. an affalr with Matix. “The oaly
reason I dld I, she told the
lawyer, "is becsuse 1 love my

asleep o the Florida room when
the blast awoke him. He said he
rushed to the other side of the
house and found his wife dead.
ST
welg T™he v
shotgun, !rol:“ trigger to munf:.
was 25 Inches long. The ,

“Axigger pull of BY; -

¢ trigger “was well within

“Ber reach,” sald detective Daniel
" Borrego, assigned to re-¢xamine

the case this moath. dn 4984,
:t:ltaod:lw-mhd the death &




?

>

.

o

__ﬁnﬂce sy they found—-pefiets
ged in a bookshelfl behind the

. bed. Police found powder burns on
, ihi¢ deaid woman. Suspicious,
lice also sald they tested Platt. He
tested negative, “l always suspect-
- od Platt, and that’s as much s I'l)
Jsay,” said police Officer Mark
Huetter. “What you feel and what
YOU can prove are two different
things.” At the time, Platt told
police of his wile's briel affair
with Matix. Platt didn't seem
upset by it, police said.
“'Based on everything I've seen,
li t:?;: :uici.igle‘.” i.i'lhe1 iawyer said.
e tt] hired someqne
to do it." |

oLxwetly where Willlam Matix

L3

. Was that morning is unresolved.

“tlied ©

. ftn run drugs, I'm sure.”
. people that ber husband had quit

Matix paid a condoience call at the
wake. He wasn't upset, a nelghbor
recalled. Nelther was Platt.

*I'm sure he was not saddened
too much by her death,” Borrego
said, “He was thinking about
divorcing. He may may not have
been too distraught over it.”

Regina was buried a Roman
Catholic. Platt, borm a Catholic,
resented the church. “He thought
ft was hypocritcal and stupid,”

_s_u_g__vg.ry Stutts.
* & *

A few days after Regina Platt’s
death, Michae] Platt took the kide
to Disney World and Sanibel. In

........ oo b - nmaaf e B o

the pext Tew weeks be iired a
third wife and moved to 15031 SW
88th Lane on a cul-de-sac In & very
qQuiet, uplper middle class deveiop-
ment called the Hammocks.

Platt’s new wife was an attrac. ~——a—ot two

tve, biond woman in her mid-30s
with & teen-sge son. Her name
was Brenda. ey .rented. Platt
quit the landscaping business.
_His young son, Ryan, told a
Eﬁ‘!‘!’“}’m hg mother's death:
LSRG,

"e«. he's gonna bu.y
wheel motorcycle.

Ryan's sister

"Becky echoed ber brother. “We

have pew money.” . - - -
_ Police pow believe Plalt was
Hving weill beyond his means,

supplementing his Income by rob-

_N%hnh with Matix. ;™

¢ Platts had a television with’

] “;i'g.nﬂc screen,” a $2,500 robot
for the

children and two all-ter-

Tain vehicies. Among oiber vehi-
cles registered to Platt wers a
chocolate-brown Jaguar, a brown

a white Chevy Blazer,

desp--asd
Sometimes he drove a motorcycle.

and bhis buddy, Matix,
Clare Mitchell &

buying her 40-foot t,
ibe Lady Miicheli out of Norih
Carolina. “They told me cash was

- o object,”” Mitchell said, “They

wanted. me $o take $25,000 for the
boat. They wanted it real bad, not

Drends, ihe mpew wiie, itoid

the landscaping business because

. e had circulatory cancer in his
" knee. The yard chemicals, ghe
. ¢laimed, would aggravate the can-
. cer. Dociors, she said, had even
i considered amputating his foot.

Platt even wore a leg brace

sometimes. An autopsy [ndicated

no evidence of cancer.
_The new wife explained other
things to another neighbor. “Mike

‘had an iInsurance policy that-
_would

pay off because he was.
totally disabled. Mike said he was
more [ucrative because he had left
the landscaping business.”

On the iast day of his iife, Aprii
11, 1988, Michael Lee Platt was
out of the house at 7:35 a.m. He
drove his new stepson to high
school, along with a friend, Allan

fine,” Koolmeyér said. CGn the
radio, there was talk of terrorism.
Libyan terroritm. i
Casually, Koolmeyer spoke of
his research paper. Flatly, almost

. sarcasticaiiy, Piati responded: “H i

were you, I wouldn't worry about
the paper. The way things are
going in I.ibxn, you might be-goae

pretty soon. :
bours liater, Michael
Lee Piatt was dead.

bas & ¥k of mopey oow

me a three-
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The FBI Shoot-out

R A4

e

fury — was a

Michael Platt — remembered as
high school basketball star in 1973. ‘He could think ahead to avoid situations
going wrong. He wasn't one to get rattled easily,’ said his coach. That
characteristic remained. . . even to the very end 13 years later in a shoot-out
- with the FBI. At right, detectives look over an FBI vehicle car riddled with

ve

ry determined with pent-up

bullets ghot by Platt and his partner, -
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- FBI will

scrutlnlze

llves of Matlx

and his partner

- -..A....

By Harry Franken et
Disagich Staff Reporter

MIAMI — The viclent deaths of Wil-™
Eam R. Matix and Michael Lee Platt jeft

many questions, but the FBI will investi- -

gate their lives “from the cradle to the
grave’ to try to answer them, FBI Direc-

.tor William Webster said yesterday.

Webster, attending the funeral of one ‘

of two FBI agenis killed by Matix, 34, and
Platt, 32, promised the FBI won't rest
until it Jearns everything there is to know
about the two kiliera.

Some of that information might shed

~light on the murder of Matix’s wife,
" Patricia, on Dec 30, 1983, in Riverside

Hospital in Columbus. She and a fellow
research assistant, Joyce Handden
were stabbed to death.

r his wife’s desth, Mahx came
here with his young daughter, Melinsa,

. He went into the landscaping m

[ S
with Platt, nn old service buddy and took
part | in church as s born- aga:n Chnnt.inn

Dr. Emit n.ay pasior of

wr ol LDE nlvenuue

Baptist Church 1}:3 suburban Kendall leading a li
~ {where Matix lived in a comfortable home,

said yesterday he cannot unnvel the

€ mystery of the man.

“One of my dewonu wggested that

instead of WODGEHHB how & norn-q'am !

Christian could be a cold-blooded mur-
derer, that we look at his training in the
Army where he was trained to bs a
professional In this sort of thmg and

Jvonder that he,turned that training

‘mmu agenis of his own couniry. =

Ray said some church members con-
mderad themselves friends of Matix and
others were {riends of the agents who
ere killed ud wounded in the shoot-out
hst Friday
- “We have a Jot of iaw enforcement

=rreals, two ﬂ.ﬂlg enforcement

two mghway patrolmen and members of
' the municipal and Dade Gou,nty depar't—
enis InCl
two FBI agents. Our FBI members were
backup for the ones who were killed, and
_it could just as easily have been them as
“anybody else at the shooting.” “—

Looking back on when Matix joined
‘his chureh in August 1984, Ray said, “He
wzs lopely and straught. and he was
much concerned about his little girl. He

was active in our group of single people,

and he dated several of our girls. He even
" asked three of them to marry him. One of
them s:ahd to me yesterday, ‘T almost did

at guy?’

muRr:' said Matix played on the church
softball team and was a tough competi-
tor. He said Matix and Platt had done

people in our group,” Ray said. “There are
— -l ’ - ) |l : - -

some work on the lawn and irees at the
church and “t.hq did a good job at a
mw_b_ledpnu ——

Tim Plsit, a brother of Mwh.eT Platt,
told & Miami Bewepaper thnt Ius

W0, LEVET vé ADYy mm. that 'ne Wil
IJF' of crime. > -

ther, ' )

newspaper, oty and state.)
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Ray recalled that when Matix spoke is
ehurch about the death of his wife, h
: ended the tslk by pinching out the flam

y brother didn’t wn any guns, to ° of s candle as an example of the brevity o

my knowl . He was a snoiling, hlppy

no drin ing, no druzs nb smoking.. death.”

qu not your typical er ngnl » .
Ray said he taped #aiixh'testimony
_of his beliefs. “He was distraught over
“the death of his wlfe. bqt it il not revea!
iany deeper guy blems,” he
said. “Was really & phony? I don't
know that I will ever know .1 8o believe

the church must retain iis \wmenbmty
If we become too careful and queamnlnx.
we may lose dur com

. “That is not the spirit db‘hﬂ-t. lrhn
was also taken in by uﬂu?lonl
we must take people at value ud

lo;e overyboay wno eomes down the
!. . - .

-1 ; . RS-

at th ocea e

’ .lf olis Thureh

; life and “how you’d better get mdy fo!

The Dade County medical examine:
futerday reieased the body of Matix to s

uners] director, who prepared it fm
shipment by air to Ohio.

Munwhile Webster joined more t.hu
ple p.cked into hiuhon Romas

..... tha ficen o

QLS Lanhl ;ww?ﬁn; 0T WOt Juber

al of slnin a,g-ent Bexu.mm Grogan, |

Webuteruld ho would attend services

.todly in Charleston, W.Va., Tor Gerald

Dove, the other slain agent.
.. Webster also visited three agents hos-
pitalized after being woundegd in the

‘ lhoot-ont.
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private eye still

Date:
Edition;

_trying to solve

At bt

Riverside mur
)ﬁij’:éfl J. Berens and :

Copyrght 1784, The Dispaich Primting Co. -

Despite William R. Matix's death in an FBI
shoot-out, a private investigator hired by his attor-
neys is still trying to solve the murders of Matix’s
wife and a co-worker at Riverside Hoapital.

Matix filed a $3 million wrongful death suit
against Riverside on Dec. 30, 1985. The suit said
Matix “suffered severe mental anguish” after Pa-
tricia Matix’s murder in a research laboratory two
iears earlier, on Dec. 30, 1983. The suit says the

ospital did not provide adequate security.

Mr. Matix’s attorney, Craig Treneff, said the
suit is based on & theory that an unidentified
construction worker bound, gagged and repeatedly
stabbed Mrs. Matix, 30, and Joyce McFadden, 83,

~mupspebodies were found ip a hospital laboratory.

Treneff asid the private investigator is seeking
the comstruction worker's name and will try to
build a case showing that the worker is responaible
for the murders. Columbus police have questioped a
construction worker in the slayings. .

Ce—

Character:

or
Classification:
Submitting Difice:

‘Based on search warfants and accounts from
! police and other sources, the following is known:
'm_‘_'On Dec. 80, 1983, at 5:05 p.m. the badieso
Mrs. Matix and McFadden were found by their
supervisor. The supervisor, who was on vacation,
told police he went to the lab to pick up his mail.
The time of death was between 4 and § p.m.

o McFadden's body was lying face down in &
pool of blood. Her throat was cut, and she had been
stabbed 19 times. Her wedding rings, with dia-
monds totaling 0.6 carats and valued at about
$2,000, were missing. Less than $20 was missing
from her purse. Bloody boot prints were found on
the floor. :

o Mra. Matix'e body was found in a 4-by-6-foot
tissue culture lab, or eold room, in the lab. Her
throat was cut, and she had been stabbed 16 times.
Her diamond wedding ring also was miasing. Police
have not determined the value of the ring. Police
found 150 fingerprints in the lab.

® The same weapon was used on both women. It
is described as a utility or folding knife with a 1-
adcchamide biade. Both women were gagged with
tape. A roll of tape was found. Fiber evidence
suggests the assailant wore cloth gloves.

ders

|tncicate page. name of

state )
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Police Capt. Antone Lanata said “pew aven-
ues” were opened in the case after Mr. Matix, »
suspected benk robber, was killed Friday near
Miami in a shoot-out with FBI agents. Michael Lee
Platt, Mr. Matix's business partner and his suspect-
od partner in the robberies, and two FBI agents
were killed as well. Five agenta were injured. ~ .

LANATA SAID police will be looking for evi-
dence in Miami that could link either Mr. Matix, 84,
or Platt, 32, to the Riverside murders. The Dispatch
reported yesterday that Mr. Matix left Delaware

. County for Florida with more than $375,000, most
} of it from life insurance policies on his wife.

“Treneff said he is waiting for one of Mr.

Matix’s heirs to notify him whether to continue
ith the eivil suit against the hospital. Franklin

. wi
County Common Pleas Judge Tommy Thompson

placed the suit on inactive status Fridsy until an
r is named for Matix’s estate. =
© The suit says the cancer research laboratory

““where Mrs. Matix and McFadden worked as re-

1
|

search assistants contained drugs in cabinets that
were “highly visible” and that the hospital did not
§1upply the area with & camera or security guards.

. was assaulted about 4:30 p.m.

. POLICE BELIEVE their biggest break came
in August 1984, when they matched the bloodybest—-
print to & JCPenney boot. After sifting through
20,000 credit card receipts, they identified a con-
struction worker who worked at the hospital the
day of the murders. He owned a pair of boots that
matched the prints found in the research lab. -

R e worker told police he was assigned to work
in a stairwell next to the research lab. His account
of the day differed “greatly” from his co-worker's
, account, police said. , ——
! The man told police he left the lab area about
845 p.m. In a second interview, he changed the time
to 4:30 p.m. Police said they believe the first woman

In an addendum to a search warrant, police
said the man may have kept the murder weapon.

PAolioe mr;é‘:d]qthe néan‘s homef and several

-‘cars Aug. 24, 1984. No evidence was found iq Jink

e-an to the murders, they said. e —

Mr. Matix’s body has been flown from Miam}

to a Dayton funeral home. Funera! home officials

said no arrangements have been made.

o

FoI/DO.
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Pf)llce Say ‘Matix nlxed“’
he test alter murders

L “j Michsel J. Beren.l

ms. &- Dicpotch Printing Co.
wmim R Matix, killed Friday in an FBI
*hoot-out in Miami, refused to take a lie detector
3t after his wife’s murder in 1983 here, Colum-
Sus police sources sgid yesterday.
Sources said he was uncooperative with inves-

o

tors.
Matix's attorney, Craig Treneff, said yester- .

hf. Matix once told him that he “feit pressured by .

ce” to take the test.
g'.': “Rl" wag incenged becanae he fa" ths Mhm
ad told the media that he was goin 1o take t.he
est,” Trene!f aaid. “He felt corner

Police sources zaid John McFadden. busband
f Joyce McFadden, 83, who was murdered at the
ame time as Mrs. Mat:x. passed a lie detector
est. Mr. McFadden was cooperative ma tried to
‘nd his wife's killer, sources said

THE TWO WOMEN were bound, Eogged and
epeatedly stabbed in a research laborstory at
.iverside Hospital. The case is unsolved. .

hn.rn|mtl. 'nnnfnm&a— u\n‘m-n‘ m\n—-

- v AT  RAEA L

nd David Moml, Teft Columbus yesterday for
linmi, where police bope they can link Matix or
is business partner, Michael Lee Platt, to the
)h}&:hm in tho Columbus hoapiul on Dec.

Mr. ¥aitix and Piati were nllau jast mk
uring & 5-minute gun battle with FBI agents.

ur:ﬂm were lulled. and f' ive others were

J
Columbus Police Capt. ‘Antone Lanats sald
are is no direct evidence to link either Mr. Matix
Platt to the Colombus murders.

vl Mrs. Matix's killer is trying to prove an
Jdentified construction worker committed the
arders. He refusad to identify thq mvuttgnt.or

e

‘that William Matix did not setm to have money

#R985 s0 th eould‘!lmren time thr". .
Treneff said a {;wnu {nvestigator hired to ““Miami. v lOOd o ‘080 K :

F - u
Det»:  April 17, 1986
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. A POLICE SOURCE said pohce believe the 1

l'l'\nl-f‘n'-e Mnh‘ hnun haon ﬁrnhn" :aO..-l P“h"‘

have publlcly ‘said & robber could have panitked
and killed the women. Wedding ring sets and

other jewelry taken from the women'’s bodies are .
_ missing.

4

The source said a roll of tape found in the lab,
used to bind the women, apparently belonged to
the killer. The hospital never bought that brand o!

tape.
A fin rpnnt found in the lab belonged to Mr.
Matu. ho said he had v:s:ted h:s wife two dlyr

car llcl. the soul (v ulu ruuu uem:ve I.DE l.ll.lel'L -
wore cloth gloves, the source said.

Police also believe Mrs. Matix was the ﬁnﬁ
vietim, the source said, because her body hg* y
preared to be hidden in a tissue culture lal
similar to a rafrwprnmﬂ eloget. Mrs, Manddpn
may have beep lulled after she lurpnaed the
killer. The killer a red to be “more in & rush”
when killing'Mrs. McFadden, the source said. -

In & Jan. 2, 1984, interview, Mr. Matix said hig
wife had been concerned sbout a lack of security. -
Mr. Matix said his wife felt hke a “trapped rat" '

-~

while in the lab.
THE DISPATCH reported yuu that Hr.-
Matix filed a $3 million wrongful death suif

against Riverside Hospital on Dec. 80, 1885. ~ .»
A federal investigator said Matix mi ht have

been in money trovbie early in 1985. Earlier, Mr.

Matix and Platt formed a landscaping busineas. -
A brother, Paul Matix, said earlier this week

problema because he took two weeks off in Inta

Funeral arrangements for Matix lhonld In )H

complete today, & spokesmu: for a Dayton funeral,
home md. PR .
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Gun links

Matix,Platt

i
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MAUX'S esiranged wiie,
Christy Matix, sajd the agents
seized the evidence last Friday

when they condugled the

| to rock pit
shooting

MICHAEL CARRIER

Beswnl Nowy Raperter

FBI agents reconstructing
the lives of two men gunned
down in last week's South
Dade shoot-out have discov-
ered eight weapons and am-
muniton at the men's bomes,
including a revolver linked to
an attempted murder at a
West Dade rock pit.

Agents looking for evidence
that could te Willlam R. Ma-
tix and Michael Lee Platt to a
string of violent crimes found
inside Matix's home a .38-cali-
ber pistol belonfing to Jose
Collazo, said FB! spokesman
Alins Martinez.

| Collazo was shot four times

March 12 by two men who or-
dered him into a canal at a
rock pit south of the Tamiami
Trall and 157th Avenue, Colla-

wan b franvantad ths wasl
ATy WY MW BITHY UL ULEW IV IWV-R

rlt for target shooting, was
eft for dead as he lay bleeding
and motionless at the water’s
edge. After the two men left,
taking with them his black,
late-model Chevrolet Monte
Carlo, Collazo, 30, crawled
out of the quarry and stum-
bled for miles to a phone.
Matix, 35, and Platt, 32,
were driving the stolen car
when FBI agents cornered
them behind the Dixie Belle
Shopgln' Center In Sunfland
last Friday. The vicious gun
battie that followed left the

suspects and agents Jerry
Dove and Benjamin Grogan

mithas amamfs sara

OCad. rIVE ODUICT AgC0LS Werlt

wounded. :
Martinez sald the pistol

found at Matix's home was in

Collazo’s possession when be

was shot.
“CThe sun) really ties these

== == =

guys to fhat incident,” Marti-
nez

sald

Martinez safd
discovered a

two other wea
cant amounts of unitios
two walkie-talkies and cloth-
ing “that could havehbeen muud
sguises,” when they
combed“uuaﬂx'l home &

15615 S.W. 85th Ave.

ents also
ber rifle,

oyt el

\
|

Y L L Y

_ At Platt's bome at 13031
S.W. B3th Lape, four other
weapons were found, Marti-
nez sald. No description of
those weapons was released.

The FBI spokesthan said the
agents wili continue to delve
into the blzarre backgrounds
of the two men whose auto-
matic weapon fire and shot-
gun blasts marked the bloodi-
¢st day in FBI history.

The twa ars susnarcrts in at
st TWO are suspetis a4 &t

Jeast six armored car and
bank holdups in Dade, plus at
least two possible murders
and shootings at the rock pit.

Partly because of their cool,
deadly attack on the agents
trying to question them, ofti-
cials initially speculated that
the palr might have been
linked to terrorists. Martinez
said agents continue to check
that possibility, but that ao

longer appears to be the case.

In a new development In the
case, the FBI, led by an snony-
mous tip, yesterday recovered
a white pickup truck owned
by Matix and believed to have
been used in the Collazo
shoﬂing. ‘fl‘he truck was in the

ng of an apartment com-
pﬁx gat Sout‘;:aweu 194th
treet and 79th Avenue, said
Melro police spokesman Wii-
Yam Johnson.

Paul Miller, Miami ¥FBI
spokesman, said the same ve-
hicle could also be linked to
the Ian. 10 Brinks armored
car robbery at Barmnett Bank,
13505 8. ¢ Highway. Dur-
ing that robbery, Brinks em-
ployee Ernesto Marange, 29,
was critically wounded.

Milier paid the assaiiania.
used a gold Monte Carlo to
leave the scene of the bank
sobbery. A witness who fol-
lowed that car saw the assall-
ants get into 8 white pickup,

AfiNae antd
PERALNS-S ENEEGs

_ i
The Monte Carloc was traced ‘ day

to Emilio Briel, who has been
missing since October when

he left his bome to go target ‘

shooting at the same aban-
doned rock pit as Collazo. Po-
lce sald th‘r:g believed Briel
was murd and his car sto-
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—=1n Brunswick, Ga., 33-year-
old FB! agent Grogan

buried yesterday. FBI Director
willlam Webster and bun-
dreds of federal and kocal aw

enforcement officers me_gded
funeral services for him Mon-
In Miaml. Webster
tended the funeral Tuesday of

' ton, W.
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FBI slaying suspect MIAMI
pl'Obed in hel' death kdesng

By BRIAN DUFFY

And SYDNEY P. FREEDBERG
Berald Staff Writer

- Nelghbors of Michael Platt, .
of pf,o men lnvolveed aln ?;:*——-"'K: vyt “eighbors of Michae!l and Regls

Kendall shootout that killed twe-—DA-Biatt said Thursday the coupie’s

——
y

M v S

memas ddan . bl

¥B! agents, say they felt sorry for
Rlatt’s first wife, Regina, because
the two had a rocky marriage.
; Detalls of Michael and Regina
Platt's marriage have become im-
t because investigators have
ed the case of her Decem-
bér 1984 death, initially ruled a
guicide.
t Meanwhile, on Thursday senior
B3I agents got their most detafled
unt of the worst shooting In
- bureau’s history. Two agents
¥rere killed and five more wound-
jy suspected bank robbers Platt
his partner Willlam Matix.
; fatix’s first wife, Patricls, was
mirdered in Columbus, Ohlo. In
Ught of last week's violench, some
ectives now say they believe
and Platt, who were best
fHénds, may have had a pact to

hisrder thelr wives. facture 1o the left forearm. Spe- | ' pichael Platt: Suspocted in
» On Thursday, the Dade Medical ' agents John Hanion and | e . laiien

ner's Office and the Dade
) ¢ Attorney’s Office refused to
Yrovide The Miaml Herald a copy
Of- the two-year-old death report

tharriage began to deteriorate in
the fall of 1984, several months
tiefore Regina Platt died from a
laot&un blast to the head In their
South Dade home. .
' Neighbors sald they could hear
the couple arguing at the three-
pom tan stucco house on
thwest 815t Avenue. They sald
tt had asked her for« divorce
ghortly before she died.
' Three weeks after Kegina's
death, Platt remarried. .

tIn the brlefing with the FBI, |

micide detectives confirmed
&t Special Agent Edmundo Mir-
des was the one who killed Platt
#nd Matix. Both were hit in the
ine by .38-caliber sfugs, almost
rtainly from Mireles revolver.
:}reles Is recuperating in South
ami hospital with a compound

&l
g:rdon McNelll were recuperating
ursday in a lure private room
Baptist Hospital.
They were listed in fair but

ther man had a criminal record
and thelr were few obvious signs
of their predilection for violence

1oy Regl “The report ble condition. ,
i lic':e:;rd.% p%mn :l: ! § Metro-Dade homicide and roﬁ"""_‘" crime. R S
wunday the report was sealed | Uery detectives say they may P ——————

Yecause of the new invesitgation.
" * Detectlves from Columbus were
in Miami Thursday 1o Jaterview
Triends of Matix and Platt, In

wearch of clugs in the Patrida]

to Hnk Platt and Matix to as
y as four shootings and eight
rpbberies of armored trucks and
banks in Souith Dade. Police are

&:ntually have enough informa-
than

Eatix slaying.

“%‘umped. however, because nel-

|
|
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‘FBI did me | Eston  April 17, 19s¢
favor,” wife : e
' of killer says

@ FBI finds gun linking pair to
rock pit shooting, 3A

. . Charactar.
or
Classification.

Sutmitting Otiice:
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DAN CHRISTENSEN _IA' 1
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) Christy Lou Malix does not
’ weep for her dead hushand. She
says her tears for him were spent
months ago amid the pain of a bro-
ken marriage.

~] doa't grieve for Bill. In fact, ]
gueas the FB] did me a favor by .
taking bim out,” she sid. "}
1 grieve for the families of the
agents who were killed.”

William Matix and Michae)
Platt, the man police have said
was bis close friend, died together
Friday in a bloody South Dade
shoot-out that also claimed the
lives of two FBI agents. Five other
agents were also wounded in the
f.un battie that began after the

wmen tried to stop Mstix and
Platt to question them about a se-
ries of armed robberies and mur-
ders.

Mrs. Matix, speaking publicly
ob the tragedy for the first time
yesterday, said Easter was the last
thme she saw her estranged hus-
band.

She sxid, “] went to show him
our baby. He didn't want anything
to do with that baby. He said. ‘Get
out of my lile. 1 don't ever want o
see gou again.”

The Matix's son had been born

Pleass sas MATIX, SA
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Dec. 27. His father hed never seen
him, Mrs. Matix said.

Mrs. MaUx said that while she
was aware that her husband had
worked with Piatt in the landscap-
ing business, she had only met
Platt once. She sald that as far as
she knew, Platt and ber busband
were not particularly close
friends.

*1 dopn't know much about that,™
she said.

“We, the family, are as baffled
as the rest of the world about
what happened. We thought the
life Bil! was portraying was real
and those of ws who had daily con-
tact with him didn't konow this
other gide. We are alf the victims,
:ied agents and his famlly,” she

“Today I just feel that Bill is
putting us through something we
shouidn't bave to go through. We
are having to answer questions
that we don't have answers for.”

Chri Horne, a devout Chris-
tian, and Bill Matix had elo to
the west coast of Florica May 47
lollowing a short courtship, she
said. The couple had met while
nla og In 8 church-sponsored vo!l-

yball game the previous March,

“He had ap open personality. He
was very honest. We shared the
same goals,” Mra. Matix, 29, recal-
led. “He seemed Uke Pastor (Emit)
Ray at Riverside (Baptist Church)
had said, that he wai a Christian
person who wanted to do God's
will. But Satan csn even get intoa
Christian's life. It's 8 y slrug-
gle to keep him out." e e

Christy and Bill Matix lived to-
gether at 15031 S.'W. 88th Lane
with Melissa, Matix's young
daughter from a previous mar-
riage.

Mrs. Matlix says she saw nothing
unusual about her husband during
that time. She sald he Hked 1o col-
fect antiques, go deep sea fishing
and work with wood.

“He enjoyed making wooden
toys — airplanes, tractors, ducks.
He had & bandsaw and fine tools
and what he turned out was very
beautiful. He made them for kids
and he made them child-proof, so
they couldn't hurt themselves. I
keep asking mysel! how could
anyone that makes a little wooden
train for a chiid have ended up Like
this?"

The marriage came 10 an end as
wuddenly as it began. Mrs. Matix
discovered she was pregnant. The
news did not gt well with her hus-
band.

“1 really believe BIll just flipped

out, whatever you want o call it, .

8 year ago,"” she sald.

Mrs. Matix, who left her bus-
band after he announced his dis-
pleasure at her pregnancy, sald
she filed for divorce last fall at
Matix's request. Her attempls to
save the marrisge talled, she sald.

*I went through my grief back
then,” sajd Mrs. Matix, who in
March was laid off from her job as
& telepbone service representative.

The divorce was still pending
when an unsuspecting Mrs. Matix
drove past the police cars that cor-

“doned off the spot where her hus-

band lay dezd. On the car radio
she heard about what had hap-
pened, but the names of the dead
were yet to be made public.

*1 had the same reaction every-
ooe did,” she sald.

That evening, she said, a relative
called to say that & man named Bill
Matix had been killed by the FB!
and asked her if {t was her hus-
band. “'I said, *Ob, no. It can't be.’
But [ made a note to watch the 10
o'clock news and when 1 heard
both Bill and Michael's names
knew it just had to be. | was
stunned. | thought T was dream-

Inii;'

spite an exhsustive police in-

vestigation that inciudes FBI at-

temptls to develop psychological
rofiles of both Matix and Platt,
rs. Matlx doubts there will ever

be AnY answers.

“The only two who know were
Mike and BilL" she sald. “All 1
know is that ] made a mistake.
Even we Christians aren't infalli-
bie. God prolects people even
through our mistakes. I'll go on
from here and I'll trust jo Him."”

Still, Mrs. Matix says, she
dreads that future moment when
she will have to tell her son about
the day his father dled.
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" Matix’s mother & %™
beled by it all ] ~

" By Michael J. Berem ‘ Character.
Police Rypcrter . o
Cop right 1986, The Dirpoich Printing o St Classification.
NEW MADISON, Ohio — The FBI called Submitting Office

William R. Matix a cold-bloodrd killer, but
* Matix treasured a stuffed toy elephant from
his childhood and kept it on his bed until the Indexing
day he died.
: The William Matix who was killed Friday
in a Miami shootout with eight FEI agents
[ was & person who laughed while his mother
spanked him then ran tothe barn to weep.

Columbus police say Matix is a suspect in
the 1983 murder of his wife.

In an interview yesterday, Yvonne Emer-
ick, 60, Matix's mother, said, “I swearto God,
if he dropped me dead on thisspot, that ] had
no idea that Bill was like that.

“¥ I had known, I'd have gone o the
police myself.”

Emerick and her hushand, Ray Emerick,
sat in their amall farm house here, about 30
miles west of Dayton, and talked, cried and
sometimes laughed while recalling their son.

Mr. Emerick had open-heart surgery sev-
eral years ago. He sat in a living room chair
where tears gave way to words. Mrs. Emer-
; ick, a victim of six strokes and ope heart
1 asttack, sat at a kitchen table.

Mrs. Emerick wept the most when she
talked abopt the two FBI agents gunned

down by her son and his busineas partner, a
Michael Lee Platt. -

“l know what thejr wives must be going -
through. It's a terrible thing,” she said.

And, deep in ber heart, she wonders how
her son, a man who wrote poems of love to
his {amﬁy, became such a siranger.

“My onIy feeling is somewhere down the
live, and it hasn't been too far, somnething
sna -1t bad to,” she said.

atix was born in 1951 in Lewisburg,
Ohio, near Dayton. By e 12, his father and
mother were divorced. His mother remar-
ned. and he, his brother and two sisters

L Jnoved to New Madison. s
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“Things were tight. I mean very tight. We

didn't have money,” Mra. Emerick said. *We .
Jj_o_r_:&%ave ADYthing.”  sreseeee
iliam wes a shy boy who stuttered, she

said. :
Cilassmates often taunted him, but he

found & way 16 make it an advantage. He

became the class comedian, his mother said.
“He could make anyone laugh at the drop

" of a hat,” ghe said.

By the time he was 10, Matix was working
in hayTields for 75 cents 2 day to help support
the family. During school months he worked
until 1 a.m. on a chicken farm, she said.

Although William made fun of his own
speech problem, he was 100 embarrassed to
try out for the high school basketball team
because of it, his mother said. Before gradua-
tion he enlisted in the Marines without
telling his family.

“He said, 'I love my country.” He said,
‘Mother, don't try to stop me,' " she said.

Visions of glory turned sour when he
be_c;rne a cook in the Marines, Mrs. Emerick
said.

After he left the Marines, he workedina
manufacturing plant in Troy, Ohio, for a
year before joining the Army where he
became a mililary policeman, she said. While
atiending a speech school in Washington,
D.C.. he met his first wife, Patricia.

Matix's mother said he left the Army,

(

" went to a eooking school in New York and a

foeat-cutting school in Toledo. In 1976, he
trarried Patricia. He moved to Columbus
ﬂ;\er. after langng a i‘c:b 83 8 grocery store

eat cutter, Ler, the couple Q.BM—-LO
Delaware. v e

Christmas 1983 was filled with joy, Mrs.
Emerick said. William and Patricia spent
the holidsy in New Madison. Five days later
Patricia and a co-worker were bound, gagged
and stabbed to death at Riverside Hospital.

Patricia was buried in a pants suit, her
Christmas gift from William.

William moved to Florida because he
wanted to %St rid of the pressure, his mother
said. Also, Michae! Lee Platt had offered him
a2 job, she said, . .

Mrs. Emerick admits there is a side of her
son she never saw. He remarried in Florida
without first telling his family. Not until the
day after his death did Mrs. Emerick learn
he had an infant son.

She may pever know what changed her
.son, she said. Her only hope mow is that
people will forget and forgive.

There will not be a funeral service for Mr.
Matix, his mother said.

The funeral home was told to bury the
body and notify the family later.

Matix now lies in an unmarked grave in
New Madison, still elose to his mother's
heart.

Second wife says she doesn’t grieve

MIAMI (AP} — The estranged wife of
William R. Matix said she does not grieve for
her husband and thinks the “FBI did me a
favor by taking him out.”

Christy Lou Matix, 29, naid she had no
idea her husband may have been involved in
Bix bank and armored car robberies.

“] have the exact same questions every-
one else had,” she said Wednesday. “How
copld it be? Why didn't anycne know? He

was a master of deceit and disguise.”
Matix, 34, was known as a born-agsin
Christian who liked making wooden toys. He

married Cristy Horne in May. Within two

months, Mrs. Matix, then pregnant, moved
out.

“ldidn’t understand why I left,” gshe said.
“It went against everything 1 believe in
about family and children. Now I know: The
Lord took me out of there.” S




William R. Matix
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Yvonne Emerick, at times tearful,
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First of o series -
MARTIN MERZER
rald Senior Wnier
UMBUS, Ohio - George Buchanich saw
something in William Matix's eyes, something he still
can’t define, something evil. He saw this at the worst
possible  moment: when his daughter, Patricia,

introduced Matix as the man she soon would marry. ‘ ’ 3
Buchanich shivered, and when Patricia and He’s gomg to hurt
¥illiam ieft for a walk in the park, Buchanich turned our Patty= her dad

to his wife, and his voice trembled.

“Somebody follow them," Buchanich said. “He's
going to hurt our Patty.”

Eight vears later, Patricia, 30, was dead. Her
throat had been cut. She had been stabbed 16 times.
Her body was stuffed in » refrigerated room at the
Zolumbus hospital in which she worked. A co-work-

. also was slain. )

And now, William Matix is dead. riddled by
sullets in a savage Miami gunfight with FB] agents
April 11. Two agents were killed and five others
woundcd. Also killed was Michael Lee Platl, Matix’s
partner in crime, ——

Matix, 34. and Platt, 32, are suspected in a series
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WILLIAM ~
MATIX scared his
fiancee’s father.

said. Later, Patty
was murdered.

of South Florida bank and armored car robberies.
They also might have conspired to kill each other's
wife, police say. —_——
Buchanich, it seems. had sensed what others are
only now learning: William Matix was nol the
well-balanced, passive man he appeared to be.
There was another side to Matix, perhaps a side
that was just germinating &t the time Buchanich met

him, that Jater was to flower in bruta! violence on &
quiet Kendall street — and, possibly, in a mbus
_hospital laboratory.

Police questioned William Matix after his wife
died. They were not completely satisfied with his
alibi or his attitude or his refusal to teke a
lie-detector test.

But lhey dnd ot charge hun No hard evidence,

vy ami

'u:c: said. No delinitive PT oof he Was lnymmg bui a
peaceful family man.

Now, as {riends and relatives in his home state
search their minds for explanations, a wvastly

different picture of William Matix Is beginning to
emerge.

It is & picture that, like a mosaic, must be pieced
together. No one, even those closest to him, knew
velg much about Matix.

U

{ Interviews with !ﬁends neighbors .M'vf-:.

reiatives reveal these broad outlines:
® He was unusually shy and withdrawn, uncom.
monly secretive. He never told his family—ol.a _son

Please turn to MATIX / 22A




“Killer’s eyes bewrayed

——
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evil, in-]

A~ AS & teen-pger. he suffered -

from a serious stutler and was

from s brief! second marriage. ‘-*—ﬁ:ercilessly ridiculed. He never

® He was restless and could not
retain a job. He worked briefly as
a chef and a meat cutter. He took a
vocational course Lo become g
helicopter mechanic.

Primarily, he lived off his wife's
earnings and f{requent handouts
from his in-laws.

Neighbors say Patrizis did not
want to work after their child,
Melissa, was born in October
1983. But she had no choice, and
she was murdered her first week
back at work.

& He grew up modestly, bui he
developed a taste for money. After
Patricia’s death, he collected as
much as $350,000 in life insurance,
and he began spending it.

He bought a used 1952 Dldsmo-
bile 88 to replace his aging Pontiac
and his dead wife's broken-down
Ford Pinto. He bought & big, black
Yeamaha motorcycle. He buill a
garage next to his home in
Delaware, Ohio, about 20 miles
north of Columbus.

He dressed better and lived like
he wanted to enjoy life.

® At the same time, he seemed
prepared for his own end.

When his wife died, Matix paid
$200 for a doubdle plot at nearby
Chesire cemetery. He bought a
double, marble headstone.

Al the top is the name Matix. At
the right, It says: Patricia M.,
1853-1983. At the left, it says:
William R., 1851-. The rest is
blank, ready for the end of his
story.

Not buried there

Now, both are dead, but no one
Is buried there. William will be
buried near his family’s home in
New Madison, Ohlo.

. Patricia’s body was removed
fast August at the request of her

ents and reburied near their
ome {n Russeiiton, Pa.

Matix agreed to the move, but
made one stipulation: Patricia was

fought back. Sometimes he made

fun of himself, adopting the role of
class clown,

He kept within himself any
anger and frustration he might
have felt.

And then, near the end, he
embarked on s life of wviolent
crime, = secret life that was
hidden from everyone but Michae]
Platt -~ and George Buchanich,
who somehow sensed the evil
possibilities lurking within Wil-
Ham Matix.

Most people called him Bill,
although his oldest friends in New
Madison had another nickname {or
him.

“We called him Willie because
he stuttered a lot in schoo! and jt
was lke a joke,” said Doriel
Studebaker, his best friend in New
Madison. “You know, Wah-wah-
wah-willie.”

Matix lived in a small, rented
farmhouse on the outskirts of
town. His moiher moved there
after divorcing his alcoholic father
and remarrying.

Otherwise, everything seemed
pretty normal. Matix earned pock-
el money by collecting egps at a
pearby chicken farm; he drove
around with the guys; they took in
& movie when they could afford it.

But he left town as soon as
possible, joining the Marines right
after high schoo! graduation.

He served seven years in the
Marines and Army. He cured his
stutter, met his future wife, and

*t Michael Platt,
- ;’alrlcla‘s parents felt very un-

essy about Matix, but they agreed

to the marriage. i
“She seemed to love him very

much,” said Anna Buchanich, Pa-

aws recall

tricla’s mother. “What could we

dmu our baby.” e -

Farming town

After the marriage in 1976, the
couple moved to Columbus and
then Delaware, 8 farm-oriented

' community of about 19,000 peo-

ple. They and a large black,
mixed-breed dog named Ben lived
in a modest house on a8 wooded
one-acre lot.

Patricia’s parents gave them the
$4.000 down payment and bought
them furniture and a new heater
and other things.

But the couple still had money
woes, Matix, trained as a cook and
butcher in the service, meandered
from job to job.

“He seemed restless,” said Rev.
David Cuiver, the coupie's pastor
‘at the Calvary Baptist Church in

Delaware. “He was the kind of
Buy wha couldn't stay settled in
one vocation."

Patricia’s parents helped, giving
her hundreds of doiiars.

Eventually, she took a job as a

| 1ab assistant at Riverside Method-

ist Hospital. .
She liked her work, but Patri-
cla’'s friends also have been quoted
| as saying that Matix developed an
. insatiable appetite for money, and
that the couple fought — and
briefly separated — over financial
disagreements.
Sandy Leake, a next-door neigh-
{ bor in Delaware, said the Matixes
kept to themselves. -But she re-
' membered one casual conversation
in which Matix said he and
Patricia were having prbblems and

Culver, the Baptist pastor, said
the Matixes never sought profes-
sional counseling but might have
received solace through their in-
creasingly active role in church
affairs. He said William Matix had
helped the congregation build a
new church. T

were being helped by the church. |

He said Patricia Matlx, raised as -
a Catholic, had “accepted Christ.” .

Fe

not to be buried in a cemelery
affillated with the Roman Catholie

Church. JHg_based the Catholic
church.

She eventuslly brought. Jato the !

A gald-dor husband. T |

« ““Nelther Culver nor anyone else | -
can explain Matix's enmity for the
Catholic church. Culver theorizes
that Matix, with the passion of the

' pewly converted, adopled and
exagperated some of the historical

i MH:‘?"! hatwassn ths tuwn oTNUDE. |




Back to work ____

When the baby came, Matlx was
studying to be » helicopter me.
thanic. Without other reliable
means of support, Patricia reluc-
tantly returned to work six weeks
after giving birth.

AT the end of the first week, on
Friday, Dec. 30, 1983, she was
brutally murdered. Also killed in
the Jaboratory was Joyce McFad-
den, 33, » co-worker.

The murders occurred between
4:35 p.m., when the women were
last seen alive, and 5:03 p.m..
when the crime scene was discov-
ered by their boss.

Police believe that Patricia was
killed first, because her body was
hidden in & refrigerated Toom.
McFadden's body was found on
the floor of the lab, and police say
she may have been killed after she
surprised the murderer.

Columbus police Capt. Antone
Lanata said one of the two women
struggled briefly «— he won't say
which — but the other did not,
suggesting that this victim knew
her killer,

William Matix claimed he was
home with Melissa during the
crucial 28 minutes between 4:35
pm. and 5:03 p.m. He said he
spoke with Patricia by phone st
about 4:10 pm., and police said
telephone records substantiate the
five-minute cali.

Nevertheless, Lanata said, Matix
easily could have left home after
the call, driven to the hosplta) and
then killed the women — 3l
before 5:03 p.m.

Matix also said a friend called
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Matix’s home on Winter Road in Delaware, Ohio.
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him just after 6:00 p.m. to relate a
pews Teport about murders al the
hospital. This also was confirmed
by police, but under theis scenatip,
atix could have returned to his

. hgﬁg,,by then.
atix sald he began ecalling
Patricia’s lab after hearing of the
murders, but there was no answer.
Lanata sald his men were there In
force, and there was no such cali,

Found fingerprint

Police also reportedly found a
William Metix fingerprint in the
1ab. He said he visited Patricia
there two days earlier.

" When police focused on motlves,
the spotlight fell on the viclims
husbands. )

Lawrence McFadden, an execy-
five Jor & compuler IOmMpany,
cooperaled entirely, Lanata said.
McFadden took aQd  pagsed &
lie-detector test.

Matix tefused 1o take the test,

saying he was concerneg ghoyt the
test's accuracy.

Lanata said police also seized on
intonsistencies in Matix's alib),

including some confused accounts .

of his movements.

He xaid detectives also didn't
like Matix's resction to the death
of his wife.

“The level of céncern, the level
of willingness to help, some of
those type of things. some of the
things he said,” Lanzla said.

Neighbors, friends and others,
said Malix seemed shattered.

They believe that Patricia’s
death, rather than being the first
episode of Matix's crime spree,
triggered a deep emotional re-
sponse that developed more fully
later.

“n-“-——.g

.
F avaiariis

mrine sl 4 Ram
FVUULUJ v 15
“f was with him the day alter
the murder, and the man was

broken,” saié Culver, the pastor.
¥ - » .

“No way could he have done it.
Whatever he got into, he got into
io Miamidt———-e

Police said they Investigated
Matix compietely, then focused on
another suspect — an unidentified
construction worker in the area at
the time. The worker owned a pair
of J.C. Penney boots that matched
8 bloody footprint found on the
scene.

Although police claim their In.
vestigation was the most thorough
in city history, aeighbors on either
side of Matix's home told The
Heraid police never questioned
them, never asked if they saw

Matix leavse hic

home during those
crucial 28 minutes. Neither saw
him leve.

After hearing reports of Matix's
ciose friendship with Platt, Lanata
dispatched detectives to South
Florida iast week to see if Platt
was linked to the murders in

Columbus. Anna Buchanich said

ter's funeral to 8 man called
Michael, said to be Matix's old
military buddy and whose descrip-
tion generally matches that. of
Platt.

After and
before moving to Florida six
months lster, Matix began a
spending spree,

“Patty had 1o live on a meager
smount, and he went and splurged
like a millionaire after her death,”

hic

‘said Anng Buchanich.

She said she and her husband
believe what has happened since
then confirms their initial fears of
William Matix.

“i suspecied he had something
to do with Patty's death Irom the
beginning,” she said. “I don't
koow exactly why, but 1 did.

“We knew something was
wrong w;‘lh him I{'rom t:e f.i’rst day
we met him,” she saidy “Just by
looking at him.” g

Sunday: A reconstruction of the
Kendall shoot-oul.

| a— 1}

ghe was Introduced at her daugh-
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iaied Press ] And began the mystery ——— ~__ g jearn otherwise, be said last
MIAMI — Most everybody m"""'"f\‘.. aw.werel?plﬁmg a‘t t&exrh:’:s week, was shocking
P America knew about John and irying Lo Lind oul. were iae FBI agents on surveillance, one
Dillinger, “Pretty Boy" Floyd, indicators there?” Farrell asked. ., severgal they had done in the
“Baby Face” Nelson and the other “Were there people who kne® them o1 geqt neighborhood where the
daring bank robbers who warred who should have _be‘:',"’ aware of o0 nsually struck, saw Collazo's
with federal G-men in the 19305,  What they were doing® Were there  y o0 Corlo about $:30 a.m. Aprit
Hardly anyope had beard of the law enforcement officers wh‘o 11 i
two men who made April 11, 1086, missed something they shoulde™  “qyey gorced the car into a tree
“ﬁéﬁf”“‘ d?y “‘.,OFE '“:“’,? B horities bere think 1t was D€ fmed inside fired through the
e ew ought ; :
knew WﬂhﬁpMalu, 34, gnd ﬁjy Matix and Platt who surprised Jose indows. then jumped Qut.
chae] Platt, 32, were wrong. Collazo. 30, on March 12 at anp iso-
“I1 just doesnt make any sense " 1ated rock pit pear the Everglades
said Metro-Dade Police Maj. John frequented by target shooters. The
. - Farrell, bead of detectives. "Peo-  killers ordered him into a panal,
) ple don't just turn up all of the shot him four limes and lefi him for

)

sudden and start murdering and
robbing *

Friends, neighbors and relatives
described Platt and Matix as bud-
dies {rom Korean military duty
who ran a lawn care business and
lived quiet, suburban family lives.

* Matix bad been profiled recently in

a church magazine that described
bow his born-again Christian faith
belped him deal with the brutal
slaying of his first wife.
Ohio detectives are laking a tew
- look at the Dec. 30, 1583, stabbing
deaths of Patricia Matix and an-
other woman at a2 Columbus bospi-
tal. They pow think Platt may have
done it. Metro-Dade police are re-

examining the Christmas Eve 1084 /Prov

dead. taking Collazo's revolver, ri-
fle and black Monte Carlo.
Collazo dragged himself three
miles for help. . |
Police say Matix and Piatt may
be linked to the disappearance of a
25-year-0ld man last seen when he
lefl bome Oct. 5 to go target-shoot-
ing to a skeleton in the rock pit
area and to seven Or more ar-
mored car and bank robberies
since last October. .
The common threads in those
cases are two well-armed masked
men, somelimes dressed in combat
fatigues; stolen getaway cars, com-
mando-type efliciency and “cold-
blooded shooting without
ocation,” Farvell said.

shotgun death of Platt's tirst wite, . Metro-Dade Detective Sgt. Tony
whic‘h had been ruled a suicide. “Monheim, investigating the “rock
FBI agent Gordon McNelll isre-  pit gang,” bad figured be was Jook-

covering from chest apnd hand

-

wounded five others and, finally,
- ended the lives of Platt and Matiz.

ing for ""peo-Nazs, survivalists, ex-

e

wounds from the papid-firing——tesmists.” They were_‘zeally
, Jluﬁer M-14 automatic rifle Matix Vicious ..cawild guys.”. o
_“erielded during the furious_shost- S
“—7%W that killed two FBI agents,




~edsaer Jook at what had happened.

“—"TBlumbus detectives remember

‘street. Then, a quick burst of fire,

After 10 minutes of furious fire, —K's hard to put 2 fing

there was silence. People begap

cfeeping out of their bouses togal
They saw agepts lying in tbe
Agent E4 Mireles, his clothes

cpated in crimson, bis forearm

fractured by the M-14, bad crept up |
to the car of slaln agents Benjamin

Grogan and Gerald Dcve. Platt,
wounded in the foot, was intently
tryig to get it started. =~

Mireies, too burt (o use his shot-
gun anymore, poked his six-shot re-
volver into the car and emptied it
into the two.

“Not the sameé William Matix "
mr«h Millar :nid

1 Red MALIICE TS

*It can't be”

She had met the “sincere and
very religious” man at Riverside
Baptist Church and wrote an uplift-
iog story about him for the March
issue of Home Life magazine. It
was titled ““Victory Out of
Tragedy."

Christy Matix heard the news
about the man she had met at an-

H . P |
other Baptist Church. married two

months later then split with two
months later.
“I bave the same exact questions

Lk LR PR 4
.. -

. vorce lawyer, John Thomson, sald

the nawt rnnrninn_ .

¢

everyone else had,” she sgid. “How
could it be? Why didn’t anyone
kpow?"’ ‘
Two Columbus detectives are
here on the 1983 hospital slayings.
FBI! agents around the pation are
carrying oot Director William
Vebster's order for “s eradleto
g_rgve Investigalion of these men,”
I spokesman Paul Miller said.
In the days since the shoot-out, a
lot more is being learned. -
Malix’s nejghbors in rural Dela-

;.community college after Army

ware, Ohio, said he liked to shoot

gons in his beck yard, Seede—

that Matix reacted strangely when
Patricia was slaia.

Cduty. R
The landscapers bad comfort-
| able bomes. " e—
B ritiffrmming )

Police Capt. Antove Lanata said,

| bui it wasn'i the likely reaction of a

family man to news tbat his wife -
ahd mother of his infant had been
bound, gagged, stabbed 16 times
and had ber ring finger cut off.
Malix collected up 1o 350 508 in

SRS FYaLLItRe o L L

life insurance, The Columbus Dis-
patch reported last week. Last De-
cember be filed a $% million
wrongful death suit against the hos-
pital where his wife worked.
Christy Matix recalled that he
flew into 3 rage when she took their
baby boy be hal ‘abandoned to Y
Matix’s bouse on Easter. Her di-

_M_g!ir hahavad un treatinnally dure.

_—— wTaSShe Y UiaEsTaLy b

ing a March 12 deposition that he
had prepared a request for a psy-
chiatric examination of Matix.
Miller's profile said Matix had™1
ab alcoholic, divorced fatber, that
he joined the Marines out of high
school, then the Army three years
later. He bad a severe stuttering
problem until recent years.
Platt’s suburban neighbors said

last week he had argued loudly

with Regina in the weeks before
ber death from a .12-gauge shotgun
blast on Christmas Eve 1984. Platt
was at home. He said bis wife was
despondent ovkr their marital
problems. ..

-Platt rergarried several weeks
later. : -

Plalt, one of three sons of a ca-
reer N3vy officer, had growa up in
différ¥nt parts of the country,

radugted from high school in
uma, Ariz , and earped a two-year
associate degree from a Miami

.

may hot be any.”

Neither drank nor smoke?.‘ >
* Neighbors didn't recall any guns.
Chrigty Matix didn‘t remember
ny.k s _

, The FBI lqte Aprll 11 seized four
< weapons flom Plitt's home. They
“didn't -release details. From
‘Matix’s boroe, records say, they
| seized Collazo's .38-caliber re-
volver, & .357-Magnum, a sawed-
off shotgun, a .22-caliber rifle, a
small machete, two walkie-talkies
and what nprn_garnd to be disguises

=28 L I%s P o WL

But what made two syburbanites
sa brutal?

“We're taking our time now,
we're getting very in depth. But |

L] L] w—r P Py
don't know." Farrell said. “We're

looking for rational answers about
two psychopathic killers. There

e

L




P

F?}Eﬁ);lﬂev 5181

{Mount Clipping in Spece Beloi) B

Facts may tell

a different story

By GARY WEBB
0 BUREAU

COLUMBUS — The story bas been
& reporter’s dream.

After a furious five-minute gun bat-
tie April 11 in suburban Miami, two
FBI agents were shot dead and five
3 otbers were wounded in the single

bloodiest incident in FBI history. The

bullet-riddled bodies of the gunmen,

. who have been identified as suspects
' in a pumber of violent robberies in /.

ﬂ BRI OS¢
?
3

' southern Florida, were slumped Ln the
- frontseatof a car.

Since then, newspapers nationwide
bave beep full of stories about the
shoot-out, most of them focusing on
the alleged trators of the mas-*
sacre, Army buddies William R.
Malu, 35, aad Michael Lee Platt, 32.

The picture that bas been emergiog
3 of Matix, a former central Ohio resi-
dent, and Platt isp't pretty. How much
of it is true Is another matter,

“T think if Mr. Matiz were still _
jive, I'd be dowp taliking to the |
Columbus) Dispatch right now,” said
auir's former lawyer, Craig Trenelf

Columnbus.

But, as dead men tell no tales, nj

er do they file libe] suits.

g’ ou believe what you read, Ma
latt were neo-Nazi survivalists
ho probably killed each others’
ives in 2 bizarre blood pact, and then
errorized banks and armored cars in
thern Dade County in Florida, kill-
ng at least two people. They may
ave killed others at an old West Dade
k quarty, in order te have untrace-
ble cars to vse in their robberies. ¢

g Reporiers have not come up with a
otive for the 1984 death of Platt's

ide, but the Dispatch and the Miami
’ eraid have 1mphed thal Matix,
escribed as a greedy spendibeift,
uinped mswmmm 3 for more
an $350,000 in insurance money, and

aler got $50,000 more from the
l te's Crime Victims Compensation
rogram. -

ife, which was officlally ruled a sui-

cts are slill hard (o come by, but
that are out there tell a different

. While there appeared to be little
ubt that Matix and Platt were
avplved in some sort of eriminal
ctlvity in Florida — primatily the
opnding of a man &t a rock guarry,
hose car they were driving the day
[ the FBI shoot-cut and whose gun
:as found in Matix's home — neither
he FBI nor the Metro-Dade police are
bmg much talking about what Jed
to label the men as suspects in
hbenes

ﬂi fact, Metro-Dade robbery Detec-
%*gt Tony Monheim said in a tele-

ho interview that his agehey didn't
much to link the two to the rob-
ies, which were carried out by ski-
ked bandits. He said he didn't
é% exactly what evidence the FBI
Wbad linking them to the bank rob-
ries, other than that they were driv-
ng a car that was supposed to have
aen used in one. FBI officials
geclined comment,

“A Jot of this stuff, we're just
Assuming.” Monheim said “There's a
1 b of legwork that's got to be dope.”
; 1d solung the erimes would be
now that Matix and

1 that hasnt prevented newspa-
% including the prestigious New
§ Times, from labeling Matix and

I’

_P ali ay “bank robbers,” "cold-
?#ﬂed killers" and “armored car g

ohpers” apd referring to Matix's “life
crime,” even though Matix,

éegfnbed by friends and relativesagal
tw,#soft spoken and devoutly reli-
giggf family man, bas pe criminal

T!e blggest “ah-ba" story so0 far
aspgﬁntad Tuesday in the Columbus

teh. In p copyrighted story head-

"Matix Teft Ohio with $375,000,"
e Dispatch quoted unnamed sources
ghtaaying Matlx cashed In on the bru-
aY thurder of his wife, Patricla, wh
ound in December 1983 at Ri
ospital bere with 2 co-worke

led a double death benelit totaling
-about £350.000 from a Riverside Hos-

B '§be Herald, In a story Wednesd
eddlined “FBI agents’ killer col
Berd an wife's death ™ noted the si

The sources said Matix, 34, col-

o\md gautd nd repeatedl}y
hbed. 3 d

whg the said, a £
the Miami g:?:ltd and the“ﬁlew

-~
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CLEVLLAND PLAIN DEAL

hf the insurance policies as “a possuble
otive” in the still-unsolved murders

nd lermed Matix “a leading sus-
pect.”

The Herald quoied a Columbus
police delective as saying he believed
Matix collected an additional $50.060
from the state’s Crime Victims Com-
pensation program and one story
noled that Matix “also tried to capi-
talize” on his wife’s death by filing a
neghgenee suit against Riverside Hos-

pitais. The suit was filed last Decem-
ber.

But public records at the Ohio Court
ol Claims show Malix received
nowhere near that amount, either
from insurance companies or the
erime victims program,

All told, Matix received $159.859
from three separate insurance poli-
cies, none of which contained a double
mdemmtv clause. Qne |'\,nhov which
paid §33,500, is provided to all
employees of Riverside Hospital. The
largest policy, an accidental death

P P

ﬁhcy that paid $101,000, was offered

the hospital as optional coverage
abnd was paid lor by Mrs. Matix

wi4brough payroll ded

Matix was awarded $446 a month
m Soclal Security and $248 & week
om the Dhio workers compensation
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“And despite characterizations o
Matix as greedy with "en insatiabl
appetite for money." records show
state of Ohio is still holding rhore tha
$4.000 be never bothergd to collect.

The Ceime Victimy program
awarded Matix $1.250 to reimburse
him for pari of his wife's tuperal
expenses. There was a nolation,in the
file that Matix would not get more
money, largely because of the size of
the insurance he received.

The Crime Viclims program
awarded his infant daughter a litt)

-+

1 more than $4,000, for which Mati:
needed to file guardianship papers

+

P Ttk I

der to collect. .

Records show the stale wrote Matix

n Miami as recently as two months
go to remind him it was stitl holding
"he money. and urged him o complete
the “lairly easy procedure” that
wouid enable him 1o receive the
money. Matix never replied to two
such Jellers

Aiso contained in that tile 15 an
October 1984 letter to the crime vie-
ums program from Columbus Police
Deputy Chief C.N. Spiert, saying that
“after carefu} investigation of the vie-
1ims® husbands .. we have not estab-
lished any facts that would indicate
either is responsible for these
crimes.”

Detective chief Capt. Antone Lan-
ata s3id his department had developed
nothing since thal time to change his
mind.

“You know, | could pin this on him
very easily If 1 wanted to, just to clear
the case,” Lanata said. "But | want to
be comfortable with the case before
do that. and it's going to take a whole
lot more than what I've got now.™

Lanata said Matix was pever®
seriously considered as a suspect in
the killings and said police kept him
under surveillance for a time. Lanata
was later quoted as saying Platt was a
suspect in the Riverside killings, but
Lanata told The Plain Dealer that
Columbus police had no evidence -
Platt was evep o Ohic at the time of
lb!sllylngl. ) ._ju'_‘.,',o R

As far as the suspicion that Matix
and Platt had & pact to kill each

other's wives, the Miami detective i e

‘quoted in the Herald as saying that

later denied making any such com. )

ment, _ s
*1 never said they had a pact,” Moo- .
m said. “The Yeporter suggested

ey might bave and I told him that it

was strange that both thelr wives met
untimely deaths. Anyone with any
intelligence would think It was
trange, but as to whether they bad

ef or enmatkiea ¥ 0
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’Killings haunt community

“It will never be the same in the neighborhood
They had all the world to do it in and they did it

t
i

here.

) By ANDRES VIGLUCCI

Herald Staff Writer

— Ethel Knapp

The rajn started falling lste that Saturday
J‘)nght.‘ By daybreak it had washed away the
bloodstains on the corner of Ethe! Knapp's street.

*1 woke up at 4 a.m. and heard the rain on the
roof and thought, ‘Thank God.' " she said.

Two Frideys ago, the intersection of Southwest
%2nd Avenue ané }22pd Street was the scene of
the most calamitous shoot-out in FBI histary. Two
agents and two men wanted for bank robbery and
murder died in a tree-shaded drivewsy after a

s i . :

The FBI Shoot—out

Third in a series

chase through suburban Miami streets. Five other
agents were wounded, three of them seriously.
~Miraculously. no residenis were burt,
Physical traces of the gun battie have all but
disappeared. Investigators cleaned up debris and
picked up more than 100 spent shells and bullets.
Knapp's neighbors, the Sukerts, replaced their
duplex’s shot-out window panes and patched up
St el
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